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The Lucky Country gets a little luckier 

 
Tonight's Budget has provided some good news for country people on health, particularly 
where oral and dental health is concerned, and particularly for NSW.  Although the initiative 
does not go as far as the National Oral Health Alliance would like, the NRHA is pleased to 
see the Australian government providing much-needed investment again for dental health. 
 
The NRHA is pleased that there will be a new dental school in rural New South Wales at the 
campuses of Charles Sturt University (CSU).  The training model that CSU intends to put in 
place will not only lead to greater numbers of dentists and oral hygienists in the medium term 
but, from 2009, will also provide more dental services to Orange, Wagga Wagga, Albury, 
Bathurst and Dubbo.  Another positive will be additional rural placements for metropolitan 
students of dentistry.     
 
"This is a model that the NRHA would like to see adopted in other states where there are 
already some universities in rural regions and others with existing capacity to work in rural 
areas," according to Gordon Gregory, Executive Director of the NRHA. 
 
The extra money for dental services through the Enhanced Primary Care system is welcome, 
although it is a problem for some that the GP is still the gatekeeper for the scheme.  The 
shortage of dentists in rural areas is more extreme than the shortage of doctors, so in some 
areas it will remain impossible for GPs to refer to local dentists.   
 
As a nation we have fallen so far behind with the state of our oral and dental health that there 
will remain a considerable unmet need for oral and dental health services.  The government 
estimates that 200,000 people will benefit from this expanded dental care program over four 
years.  But there are an estimated 650,000 people on waiting lists for public dental services so 
tonight's announcement will not be enough.  The NRHA hopes the Australian government 
will continue to monitor developments in the area with their State and Territory colleagues to 
ensure genuine improvement and avoid cost shifting. 
 
The Alliance notes three additional Puggy Hunter scholarships for students of dentistry, but 
overall it is very disappointed with the package of new initiatives for Indigenous health.  “To 
close the gap and have equal health for Indigenous peoples within a generation will take bold 
whole-of-government initiatives and a focus on the economic and cultural determinants of 
poor health," John Wakerman, Chairperson of the NRHA, said tonight from Walgett. 
 
“We’re pleased with the support for the RFDS and the Rural Clinical School at Wollongong.  
There will also be help for drought-affected communities through more mental health nurses 
and allied health workers.  But I’m a bit disappointed for rural and remote health overall.  For 
instance, the announcement of additional funds for a number of elite research institutions 
appears to do nothing for health research on rural and remote issues and in rural areas,” Dr 
Wakerman said.   
  
Further information:  John Wakerman, Chairperson     0417 884 182 
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