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More support needed for Overseas Trained Doctors 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance has called for immediate additional support for 
Overseas Trained Doctors (OTDs) working (and willing to work in) rural and remote 
areas.  Sue McAlpin, Chairperson of the Alliance, said today that the process for 
providing suitable OTDs with unconditional vocational registration needs to be better 
resourced and faster.  
 
“Many of the programs in place to impr ove the supply of doctors to rural and remote 
areas will not deliver on the ground for 6-12 years,” Ms McAlpin said.  “In the meantime, 
even if we accept the assertion that the number of doctors working in rural areas for some 
time each year has increased, we are still short of up to 2,000 doctors.” 
 
“We need a quicker system to help permanent residents who have medical training and 
skills make the transition from non-health occupations and from supervised medical 
practice into general practice if they are suited, or to other health work.  This could be 
achieved through a more intensive case-management approach to OTDs.  This will 
require additional resources for mentoring, supervision and support.  Currently only a 
proportion of those eligible are dealt wit h each year,” she said. 
 
The delays are particularly savage for OTDs working as locums, who have to re-locate 
(and re-do their paperwork) as often as every two weeks.  
 
The Senate Select Committee on Medicare has reported the commonly-held view that 
there are currently around 2,000 OTDs in Australia not working as doctors.   
 
As well as speeding up the processes for getting OTDs into the health workforce, we also 
need to ensure that they are all practising to the standards of safety Australian citizens are 
entitled to expect.  There is need for a regular ‘audit’ of those who are currently practising 
as OTDs, whether on Temporary Visas, with conditional accreditation in areas of need, or 
as unrestricted GPs.  This will help guarantee safe practice and enable targeted support to 
be provided.   
 
The Alliance has also called for governments to get behind the commitment of Australia’s 
professional medical bodies not to poach doctors from needy areas of the world.   
 
The Alliance’s new Policy Portion on OTDs is on the website at www.ruralhealth.org.au 
 
Further information:   Sue McAlpin, Chairperson, NRHA,  02 6933 2684  

Gordon Gregory, Exec. Director,  02 6285 4660 


