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Have Your Say on Rural Health 
 
 

 
Country Australians are invited to put their views on today’s health services and suggest ways 
of stretching the health dollar round the ever-increasing demand for services for people in the 
bush. 
 
The 5th National Rural Health Conference, to be held in Adelaide 14-17 March, will see 
healthcare providers meet with consumer groups and individuals from rural and remote 
Australia to debate the good, the bad and the ugly in health services for country people. 
 
Keynote speakers will include Mrs Hazel Hawke, Jean Kittson, Dr Magnus Clarke and Prof. 
John Humphreys.  The Federal Minister of Health, Hon Dr Michael Wooldridge, will also be 
in attendance. 
 
The Conference, which is hosted by the National Rural Health Alliance, will be the most 
significant review of health services for country Australians.   
 
Participants will share their excitement by workshopping their own projects, and be inspired 
by other peoples imaginative solutions to their healthcare problems.  Country skills of 
‘making do’ have become an art form in some districts, with volunteers taking a prominent 
role in planning and managing support services, freeing health professionals to deal with more 
specialised functions. 
 
New multi-purpose services, involving cooperation between a range of health professionals, 
are providing maximum support with minimum staff, extending the resources of rural doctors, 
nurses, palliative and aged care workers across a broader range of patients and greater 
distances.  
 
The latest information technology is also proving a boon, with networks of professionals 
using teleconference information sessions and even telepsychiatry to deal with cases often 
hundreds of miles away. 
 
Participation at the Conference costs $495, including entry to all Business Sessions, 
Welcoming Function, 1 breakfast, 3 lunches, the Galah Dinner Dance and Farewell Drinks.  
For further details on the Conference call the National Rural Health Alliance on 02 6285 
4660. 


