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Democrats Show the Way on Rural Health – but Alliance seeks a guaranteed 30% 
 
John Lawrence, Chairperson of the NRHA, today called for commitments from all 
political parties to provide a guaranteed 30% of the health dollar to rural and remote 
areas.  This is the proportion of people who live in those areas. 
 
“The health of people in the bush is poorer.  Despite this they only receive about 20% of 
the overall health expenditure, mainly because they have limited access to health 
services and health professionals.  The best example of this is the share they have of GP 
consultations funded through Medicare,” Mr Lawrence said today from Canberra. 
 
“On average, people in the cities use about $150 each in GP services a year, compared 
with about $95 for people in non-metropolitan areas.  This discrepancy is much larger 
for remote areas.  In the Pilbara region of Western Australia, for example, the average is 
$66, compared with an overall average in New South Wales of $360.” 
 
The Alliance has produced a score card on the health policies of the three major parties 
and their potential impact on rural and remote areas.   
 
“For the health and health service interests of rural and remote people, the Democrats 
have offered the best policy, the Australian Labor Party the second best, and the 
Coalition the third best.  This is despite a high level of commitment to indigenous health 
and remote issues from Dr Michael Wooldridge,” Mr Lawrence said. 
 
“We are pleased with the multiprofessional approach of the Democrats and, to a lesser 
degree, of the ALP.  But the real test of all of these commitments will be whether, in all 
of the indicated policies, rural and remote people receive their 30%.” 
 
Copies of the Alliance’s Election Issues Papers are available from its Secretariat and on 
its Home Page www.ruralhealth.org.au.   
 
Further information: John Lawrence, Chairperson  03 5153 1146 (mobile 0412 263 843) 
                                 Gordon Gregory, Exec Director 02 6285 4660  
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