
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 December 1995 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
NEW LEADERS FOR PEAK RURAL HEALTH BODY 

 
A new leadership team has been elected for the National Rural Health Alliance. 
 
The new Chairperson of the Alliance is Sue Wade, a community health nurse who lives 
near Eugowra in the Central West of NSW.  Deputy Chairperson is Dr Lyn Hodgson, 
Manager of an allied health service outreach team centred on Toowoomba Base Hospital 
in Queensland.  The Alliance’s new Secretary is Patrick Mahony, a community 
pharmacist from Manilla in northern NSW.  Treasurer is Allan Thomson, Executive 
Director of the Australian Council of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
 
The Alliance is currently working on a number of issues of immediate relevance to the 
health of people in rural and remote areas.  These matters include the Mid-Term Review 
of the National Rural Health Strategy, and the development of rural components of the 
National Mental Health Strategy and the Youth Suicide Prevention work being led by the 
Commonwealth Department of Human Services and Health. 
 
The Alliance’s recent Council Meeting also provided the opportunity for discussion 
between Council and the consultants reviewing the Rural Health Support, Education and 
Training Program with which many rural and remote people are familiar. 
 
“As well as the large range of policy matters with which we are dealing, we also finalised 
the Strategic Plan and Budget for the next three years,“ Ms Wade said.  “Our current 
funding is scheduled to end in mid 1996 so that it is vital for us to have detailed plans in 
place to secure support for the Alliance after then.” 
 
“The Alliance is also still growing.  At the meeting last weekend the Rural Policy Group 
of the Australian Hospital Association was admitted to membership of the Alliance”, Ms 
Wade said.  “Coupled with the new delegate we have from the College of Health 
Services Executives, this will significantly improve the capacity of the Alliance to deal 
with issues affecting country hospitals. 
 
“We are well aware of the concern felt by rural people about the future of their local 
hospitals and we are now in a better position than ever to work with them and their rural  
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health planners and managers to ensure the maintenance of acute care, as well as aged 
care and community services in their communities,” Ms Wade said. 
 
In her outgoing address to Council as Chairperson Sabina Knight emphasised the 
importance and value of the support she had received from her employer, NT Health, and 
from her immediate colleagues in that organisation.  Ms Knight remains on the Council 
of the Alliance as the delegate from the Council of Remote Area Nurses of Australia, of 
which she is the current President. 
 
 
Contacts: Sue Wade can be contacted for interviews at her home number  
  (068) 535 123 between the hours of 6.45-7.15am and 7.30-8.30pm.   
  Gordon Gregory is in the National Office of the NRHA during business  
  hours on (06) 285 4660 or 285 4850. 
 
  Information on the Alliance and its policies and other work can be   
  obtained from its National Office at the address or telephone   
  numbers shown on the letterhead. 
 
 
 


