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Be heartened by the good things happening in rural and remote health 
 

Themed Rural and Remote Australia: the heart of a healthy nation, the 11th National Rural Health 
Conference will run from 13-16 March 2011 at the Perth Exhibition Convention Centre.  The 
Conference is a biennial event managed by the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA) and attracts 
some of the country’s finest minds in confronting the challenges associated with providing safe, 
accessible and reliable health services to rural and remote areas. 
 
Despite the challenges that always exist with providing services to the bush, the Conference is 
always a source of positive examples of local communities and health professsionals meeting local 
health needs.  Those who attend will be heartened and inspired to hear how challenges are being 
met around rural and remote Australia. 
 
Keynote speakers will address issues such as how the sustainability of rural communities is affected 
by health workforce shortages, the lack of aged care and mental health facilities, and the 
inadequacies of assisted travel schemes.  The Libby Harricks Memorial Oration to be given by Dr 
Rob Patuzzi will focus on noise and hearing in rural Australia.  Interdisciplinary learning and a strong 
team approach to health care will be major themes and there will also be a focus on governemnts’ 
current health system reform agenda.  There will be presentations on chronic disease in the bush, 
heart and mental health, and how to achieve food security in remote areas.  
 
Programs of many types that are improving and sustaining good health in rural and remote areas 
will be featured on the Conference program, and arts has much to offer. The Conference program 
will again feature a strong arts and health presence.  WA Country Arts and the NRHA are working 
together on the Conference’s arts and health stream.  In addition to formal papers discussing 
aspects of the integration of arts practice into health and lifestyle solutions, there will also be live 
performances and presentations from a range of Western Australian artists. 
 
 


