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Regions to benefit from latest round of health funding 
 

The National Rural Health Alliance has welcomed yesterday’s invitation from Prime Minister Julia Gillard for 

regional communities to apply for up to $1.8 billion in unallocated monies available under the Commonwealth 

Health and Hospitals Fund. 

 

“Health infrastructure projects in regional areas provide opportunity to improve the health and wellbeing of 

people in bush communities,” said Kathryn Kirkpatrick, Deputy Chair of the NRHA. 

 

“There is an urgent need to provide essential health services as close to home as possible for rural Australians 

and to improve the efficiency of the health system overall. 

 

“Taking health services to the people in rural and remote communities, to the extent that this is possible, 

means there is less need for patients to make tough choices about whether to seek health care which means 

travelling large distances at high cost and being away from their families,” Dr Kirkpatrick said.  

 

“It is an opportunity to start to reduce the metropolitan-rural life expectancy gap, improve rural health 

outcomes and meet the service gaps amounting to about $1 billion a year for Medicare funded services. A 

regional priority round is important – not only because it’s the right thing to do for rural people but also 

because it’s integral to developing a fully-integrated national health system. 

 

“While funding for regional hospital infrastructure is important and welcomed, it is but one part of the overall 

picture for delivery of healthcare to regional, rural and remote communities.  As well as bricks and mortar and 

equipment there needs to be a workforce to provide the service – nurses, allied health professionals, doctors 

and dentists. Without the health professionals there is no service,” she said.  

 

“Let’s not forget that hospitals are only one part of the Australian health care system.  Buildings are highly 

visible; however there is a large part of service delivery that happens in the community.    

 

“We now need to focus more urgently on what is the best and most effective way to deliver health care, 

informed by the people and health professionals living and working in the regions, making the most of the 

local people and knowledge, with measurable targets against which to assess our progress. Targeting the 

funding round to regional health care needs and prioritising high quality projects with local community 

support, as indicated in the announcement, will go some way to ensuring appropriate resource allocation   

 

“The best of all outcomes would be to provide every Australian with timely access to quality health services 

based on need, not the ability to pay, no matter where they live.” 

 

Dr Kirkpatrick said regional Australia owes a debt of gratitude to the rural MPs who focused attention on a fair 

deal for all people in rural areas.  

 

“It is now up to the States and local area health services to bring home the bacon.” 
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