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Report confirms major rural inequities 

Some commentators have been quick to accuse rural people and their interest groups of 

„special pleading‟ at the expense of those in our major cities.  After years of neglect and 

underinvestment in rural infrastructure and services, both major political parties should be 

congratulated for what is effectively bipartisan support for a special regional package. 

 

The extent of rural-major city inequity can be judged by a summary report produced by the 

National Rural Health Alliance. It shows that on just one single measure, access to Medicare, 

there is an annual deficit of about $1 billion – and growing – between major cities and rural, 

regional and remote areas.   

 

The report also provides detail of the rural-city inequities in life expectancy, access to health 

professionals, health status and risk factors, the effectiveness of health promotion, cancer 

survival rates, education and educational outcomes, community infrastructure, 

communications and the cost of accessing essential services. 

 

Jenny May, Chair of the 31-member Alliance, said the new Government‟s focus on increasing 

investment in rural and remote Australia will not only improve fairness but bring social and 

economic benefits to the entire nation. 

 

“Access to infrastructure, tertiary education, telecommunications, affordable housing and 

well-targeted health services are not just the right of every individual – they are also drivers of 

productivity and economic growth.  Investments in these will be good for Australia as a 

whole,” Dr May said.   

 

“Rural, regional and remote communities have long been the source of much wealth 

generation for the country and a major source of Australia‟s exports.  Yet, as our new report 

makes clear, there is overwhelming evidence of major inequity in access to essential services, 

especially in health, education and infrastructure.  This is despite the fact that for much of the 

last two decades government coffers have enjoyed extraordinary revenues from the mining 

boom,” Dr May said. 

 

Studies around the world have shown that more equitable societies enjoy better health 

outcomes and more social cohesion overall.  The Alliance believes that narrowing the divide 

in health, education and communications will make for a better and stronger Australia. 
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