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Labor shades Coalition on rural health 
 
The Labor Party and the Greens have out-performed the Coalition in the National Rural Health 

Alliance’s final election scorecard ahead of Saturday’s federal election, based on the top 10 

priorities for improving rural and remote health.   

 

The scores out of 20 show the Greens with a passable 11, Labor on seven and the Coalition with 

three. Dr Jenny May, Chair of the Alliance, said the starkest differences between the major parties 

remain on health reform and e-health. 

 

“People in rural and remote areas have much to gain from a reformed health system with better 

fundamentals and a greater focus on equity,” Dr May said. 

 

“We are concerned that the Coalition appears not to support moves for the Commonwealth to 

assume funding and policy responsibility for primary care – and that Tony Abbott has indicated 

that, if elected, he would scrap Medicare Locals and abandon the National Broadband Network 

including e-health.” 

 

Labor’s commitments on health promotion and illness prevention are also stronger. 

 

With one day to go before polling the Greens are the only Party to have given unequivocal 

support for national action on oral and dental health, and just this week proposed a special 

program for dementia care. Its recognition of the special measures required for oral health in rural 

and remote Australia is especially pleasing.  

 

The Coalition has not responded at all on some of the top 10 issues, saying instead that, if elected, 

it would “look at a broader set of initiatives once the Budget is in better shape”.  

 

“The Coalition has indicated it would invest more heavily in mental health, but only at the cost of 

other health expenditures,” Dr May said.  

 

The Alliance has been unsuccessful in its call for a bipartisan approach to better health for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  It also shares the disappointment of the aged care 

sector which considers the main parties have failed to deliver significant new promises in that 

area. 
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Election Scorecard 2010 

19 August – Number 5 

This Election Scorecard relates to the top 10 priorities for improving rural and remote health 

and rates the political Parties’ election announcements against them.  

 

Key: 

0   no commitment yet or the Party will not address the priority 

1   commitment(s) which partially meet the priority 

2   commitment(s) which fully meet the priority 

-  no response 

 

Commitment to policy and funded program 

action for: 

ALP  Coalition Greens 

1. improving sustainability of rural/remote 

communities through regional development  

 

1 0 1 

2. a fair rural/remote share of mainstream 

funding, especially public hospital resources 

 

1 1 1 

3. access to primary care as close to home as 

possible – including through health reform in 

train 

 

1 0 2 

4. workforce development for all professions, 

particularly for dental health 

 

1 1 2 

5. bipartisan support for better health of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

 

- - - 

6. targeted health promotion and illness 

prevention for rural and remote communities 

 

1 - 1 

7. support for smaller hospitals and for local 

control of primary care 

 

1 - 1 

8. improved mental health care nationally, 

including for rural and remote Australians 

 

1 1 1 

9. investments in rural and remote aged care 

facilities and healthy ageing 

 

0 0 1 

10. stronger and better-funded Patients’ Assisted 

Travel Schemes 

 

0 0 1 

Total  7 3 11 

  
The National Rural Health Alliance does not endorse any candidate or political party. The scores reflect our assessment of announced policies 

against the 10 rural health priorities outlined in the Alliance’s Election Charter which can be found at www.ruralhealrh.org.au 

  

http://www.ruralhealrh.org.au/

