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Gillard signals green light for rural health superhighway 
 

The National Rural Health Alliance has welcomed Julia Gillard’s proposal for Medicare rebates 

for online consultations – and the understanding displayed at today’s ALP launch of the general 

challenges rural and remote people face in accessing equitable health services. 

 

“Today’s announcement of a substantial and integrated package of measures for online 

consultations is potentially very good news for patients in rural and remote areas,” said Alliance 

Chair, Dr Jenny May.  The package is to include funds for training to use the technology and the 

rebates will hopefully apply whatever the primary care setting: a GP’s  practice, or through a 

nurse practitioner, Multi-Purpose Service or community-controlled  Aboriginal health service. 
 

“Improved infrastructure, including better broadband, and Medicare rebates for consumer access 

to online consultations with a range of specialist health services, will certainly stimulate the 

growth in this means of health service delivery in rural areas and extend the range of consultations 

possible through e-health.  Shared electronic health records and electronic health data systems 

will also support health care in the bush,” Dr May said. 

 

People will be relieved to have heard Ms Gillard acknowledge the poor survival rate for people in 

rural and remote areas who are diagnosed with cancer – and the explanation of how telehealth or 

online consultation services will be able to help with this. 

 

“We are also very pleased to see in the printed launch materials explicit recognition by Julia 

Gillard of the lower life expectancy in rural and regional areas,” said Dr May.  “Recognition of 

the relationship between health status and remoteness is the starting point for action to achieve 

greater equity in the matter, and Julia Gillard has today demonstrated that understanding.” 

 

While fully supportive of Labor’s proposal the Alliance will not let up on its campaign to see that 

more health professionals of all kinds – specialists, GPs, nurses and midwives, allied health 

professionals, dentists and Aboriginal Health Workers – are trained, attracted and supported to 

live and work in rural and remote Australia. 

 

The Alliance has approached both Leaders to take time off from marginal city seats to recognise 

the particular challenges faced by people throughout rural, regional and remote areas.   

 

“We are confident Tony Abbott also understands our challenges and it would be encouraging to 

hear him confirm this – and how the Coalition proposes to help rural people to meet them,” Dr 

May said. 
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