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Affordable policies for better rural and remote health  
 

Dr Jenny May, Chairperson of the Alliance, has written to the Leaders of the major parties 

outlining some policy proposals that would improve health and wellbeing in rural remote areas 

without destroying the budget bottom line. 

 

“The Alliance is mainly concerned with greater equity, which is achievable through improving the 

structure and funding of the health system, and health workforce development,” Dr May said. 

 

“We would like to see bipartisan commitments to whole-of-government support for better health and 

wellbeing for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and for support for Australia’s two and a 

half million carers.  These should not be subject to contestable measures between parties in an election 

campaign or at any other time,” Dr May said. 

 

But as well as such major strategic commitments, there are plenty of relatively modest proposals that 

Labor and the Coalition could announce in a regional health package: 

 

 support for a new National Rural and Remote Health Strategy (work on it is in train); 

 

 support for better Patients’ Assisted Travel Schemes (PATS), including national guidelines 

and realistic payments; 

 

 increased numbers of  rural scholarships and placements for nursing, allied health and 

dentistry, for greater equivalence of workforce support across the health professions; 

 

 a commitment to refine the new remoteness classification scheme (ASGC-RA2) – especially 

its Inner Regional level (which classifies Hobart, Deniliquin, Gundagai and Coffs Harbour at 

the same level); 

 

 a new program to support dementia services and their carers in regional and rural centres; (this 

would be part of tackling the infrastructure and workforce needs of the elderly in rural areas); 

 

 more infrastructure support for Multi-Purpose Services in smaller communities, with recurrent 

and assured funding models;  and 

 

 support for the rural and remote work of the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. 
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