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Failure to address rural health issues is a political risk 

 
People in rural and remote areas are increasingly concerned their health needs are not being 

addressed by either side of politics as the country moves inexorably towards the 21 August 

federal election. 

 

“What rural people are most anxious about are the big ticket items, such as improved structure 

and financing for the health system, a better distribution of health professionals and local 

access to primary care,” said Dr Jenny May, Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance. 

 

“Julia Gillard and Tony Abbott both understand the health system well enough to appreciate 

the need for major reform – and both have enough experience with the health portfolio to 

appreciate the special challenges that currently exist in rural and remote health. 

 

“The answers are well known and the need is pressing.  Rural Australians are simply asking 

for a fair go. 

 

“If the politicians feel constrained by fiscal circumstances, what remains puzzling is why no 

one has yet addressed these critical issues by making a speech or by developing even a 

modest package of measures for the one third of the population that lives in the Bush. 

 

“In political terms they are several million people – and they all vote,” said Dr May. 

 

Neither Labor nor the Coalition has so far committed to the 10 priority issues for rural and 

remote people identified in the Alliance’s 2010 Election Charter. For that reason the election 

scorecard remains the same in this third week of the campaign. 

 

Greens  8  

Labor  2  

Coalition 2  
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Election Scorecard 2010 

12 August – Number 4 

This Election Scorecard relates to the top 10 priorities for improving rural and remote health 

and rates the political Parties’ election announcements against them.  

 

Key:   

0   no commitment yet or the Party will not address the priority 

1   commitment(s) which partially meet the priority 

2   commitment(s) which fully meet the priority 

 

Commitment to policy and funded program 

action for: 

ALP  Coalition Greens 

1. improving sustainability of rural/remote 

communities through regional development  
 

1 - 1 

2. a fair rural/remote share of mainstream 

funding, especially public hospital resources 

 

- - 1 

3. access to primary care as close to home as 

possible – including through health reform in 

train 

 

- - 0 

4. workforce development for all professions, 

particularly for dental health 

 

- 1 2 

5. bipartisan support for better health of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

 

- - 0 

6. targeted health promotion and illness 

prevention for rural and remote communities 

 

- - 1 

7. support for smaller hospitals and for local 

control of primary care 

 

- - 1 

8. improved mental health care nationally, 

including for rural and remote Australians 

 

1 1 1 

9. investments in rural and remote aged care 

facilities and healthy ageing 

 

- 0 0 

10. stronger and better-funded Patients’ Assisted 

Travel Schemes 

 

- - 1 

Total  2 2 8 

 The National Rural Health Alliance does not endorse any candidate or political party. The scores reflect our assessment of announced 

policies against the 10 rural health priorities outlined in the Alliance’s Election Charter which can be found at www.ruralhealrh.org.au 

http://www.ruralhealrh.org.au/

