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No doctor: no support for disability, no Medicare 
 
Doctors are at the heart of our health system.  But lack of access to a doctor also affects other critical 

services – as does lack of access to an allied health professional.   

 

The Labor Government has recently announced a special program for children up to the age of six 

with various developmental delays.  $12,000 will be made available to their family to buy the services 

of a registered allied health professional, “…because we know that early intervention is particularly 

important for very little children,” the Minister said. 

 

These could be for children with disabilities such as hearing, sight impairment or cerebral palsy. 

 

To get access, the child will need a diagnosis.  From a doctor.   

 

The doctor will have to go through a series of tests to say that the child has a hearing impairment, to 

use that example.  

 

Whose children will have to wait longest or miss out entirely?  Those of families who live in areas 

where one can’t get to see a doctor.   

 

So how much of the $122 million will go to families in rural and remote areas?  Not much. 

 

The related initiative of the Labor Government is creating some extra Medicare items so that children 

up to the age of 13 with a disability can get specialised help via the Medicare system. 

 

Whose children will have to wait longest or miss out entirely?  Those who live in areas where one 

can’t get to see a doctor. 

 

And those for whom there is no nearby speech pathologist or audiologist.   

 

Allied health professionals are in short supply and there is little to entice them into rural areas.  

Without fair remuneration and improved infrastructure for allied health, the shortages will remain. 

 

Will rural families travel to the nearest regional centre or capital city for the test and treatment?  Not 

with the current meagre allowances under the Patients’ Assisted Travel Schemes. 

 

Will these children be treated at all before they are too old for the package?  Who knows. 
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