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Scorecard: Greens strike the solitary blow with a national dental care plan 
 

The recent 29-second cruiserweight title boxing bout in Perth was satisfaction itself compared with the 

responses so far from the major Parties on policies for rural and remote health. 

 

“Even if neither of the major parties can deliver a knockout punch, we desperately hope there are some 

announcements to come from both of them relating to rural and remote wellbeing,” said Gordon 

Gregory, Executive Director of the National Rural Health Alliance.   

 

A week ago the ALP indicated an intention to reply to the 10 key points on health contained in the 

Alliance‟s 2010 Election Charter – but so far no direct response has been received. 

 

The Labor Government has doubled its score from one to two, thanks to a point on the sustainable 

communities criterion.  It has promised to invest in up to 15,000 affordable homes in regional cities – 

including all cities with populations of more than 30,000.  Also very welcome (and related to 

sustainability) is its commitment to deliver on the National Broadband Network. 

 

This week a two-page letter was received from the Coalition. The best bits included a reference to 

proposals relating to mental health policy and the promise it will be “progressively announcing 

policies” that will cover a number of issues in the Alliance‟s survey. On national initiatives for 

Indigenous health it simply makes reference to the Northern Territory intervention.   

 

“The document doesn‟t refer to the good news on dental scholarships and nurse practitioners which 

the Coalition announced late last week and was welcomed by the Alliance,” said Mr Gregory.  

Nevertheless those earlier announcements have resulted in the Coalition doubling its total score: like 

the Labor Government, from one last week to two. 

 

Today‟s Coalition health promises amount to traditional „hospital beds and city doctors‟ measures, 

with no mention of rural or remote areas – but confirmation that it would abandon efforts to reform the 

health sector and get the funding and policy fundamentals right.  The Labor Government has already 

committed to major new investment in beds, emergency departments and elective surgery. 

 

The only telling blow this week was landed by Bob Brown‟s Greens, which has confirmed its 

commitment to a national dental care scheme.  The Greens also propose a scheme to reimburse one-

fifth of a dental graduate‟s HECS fees for each year of service in rural or remote dental practice. 

  

The NRHA is a member of the National Oral Health Alliance which is promoting an affordable set of 

proposals to improve oral health, particularly for those in greatest need. 

 

The next NRHA election scorecard is due for release on 12 August.  The people of rural and remote 

areas will be hoping for a more exciting and relevant contest than they have seen so far. 

 

 

Contacts: 

Gordon Gregory 02 6285 4660 

Marshall Wilson 0425 624 100 

 



 

Election Scorecard 2010 

5 August – Number 3 

 

This Election Scorecard relates to the top 10 priorities for improving rural and remote health, 

and rates the political Parties‟ election announcements against them.  

 
* The ALP has yet to respond to the Alliance on the top 10 points. 

 

Key:   

0   no commitment yet or the Party will not address the priority 

1   commitment(s) which partially meet the priority 

2   commitment(s) which fully meet the priority 

 

Commitment to policy and funded program 

action for: 

ALP*  Coalition Greens 

1. improving sustainability of rural/remote 

communities through regional development  

 

1 0 1 

2. a fair rural/remote share of mainstream 

funding, especially public hospital resources 

 

- - 1 

3. access to primary care as close to home as 

possible – including through health reform in 

train 

- 0 0 

4. workforce development for all professions, 

particularly for dental health 

 

- 1 2 

5. bipartisan support for better health of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

 

- 0 0 

6. targeted health promotion and illness 

prevention for rural and remote communities 

 

- - 1 

7. support for smaller hospitals and for local 

control of primary care 

 

- - 1 

8. improved mental health care nationally, 

including for rural and remote Australians 

 

1 1 1 

9. investments in rural and remote aged care 

facilities and healthy ageing 

 

- 0 0 

10. stronger and better-funded Patients‟ Assisted 

Travel Schemes 

 

- - 1 

Total  2 2 8 

  
 

 

The National Rural Health Alliance does not endorse any political party or candidate. The scores reflect our own assessment of announced 
policies against the 10 rural health priorities outlined in the Alliance‟s Election Charter which can be found at www.ruralhealth.org.au 

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/

