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Election scorecard: Holding our breath - turning a little blue 
 

Not surprisingly, given the dearth of attention so far on rural and remote issues and on health, 

the first of the Alliance’s weekly Election scorecards is a mewling and puking infant – scarce 

half made up. 

 

Both the ALP and Coalition have yet to respond formally to the Alliance’s top 10 priorities, 

leaving the seven million people who live in rural and remote Australia in the dark about any 

special understanding the contestants for government have of their special circumstances. 

 

Dr Jenny May, Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance, recently challenged the Leaders 

to show the way on rural and remote health. 

 

“Rural people want to know that their voice is heard and their position understood. This must 

start with a commitment to economic and social policies that will underpin sustainable 

communities in rural areas and provide people with greater equity,” Dr May said. 

 

“There must also be a guarantee that smaller hospitals will get sufficient of the committed 

resources to ensure they continue to provide health and health-related services, such as being 

centres for workforce training and supports for aged and palliative care. 

 

“Other essential elements will be significant and lasting commitments to health workforce 

development, especially for primary and preventive health care, tailored health service models 

for rural and remote areas, and a fair rural share of the structural and funding reform already 

in train.” 

 

The Alliance believes there are a number of specific commitments that both major parties can 

make, such as bipartisan support for the improved health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Peoples, and support for better-funded patients’ assisted travel schemes. 

 

The last is one of the elements to which the Greens have already committed. When it comes 

to patients’ travel, rural and remote area communities want to see the work underway between 

the Commonwealth and States converted into real action. 

 

The next NRHA election scorecard will be issued on 5 August – by which time it should be 

possible for voters in rural and remote areas to better judge the major parties. 

 

 
Further Contacts: 

Dr Jenny May - Chair: 0427 885 337 

Marshall Wilson - Media: 0425 624 100 

 



 

Election Scorecard 2010 

29 July  

This Election Scorecard relates to the top 10 priorities for improving rural and remote health, 

and rates the political Parties’ election announcements against them.  

 
* The ALP and Coalition are both in the process of formally responding to the Alliance  

on the 10 main points outlined below. 

 

 

Key:   

0   no commitment yet or the Party will not address the priority 

1   commitment(s) which partially meet the priority 

2   commitment(s) which fully meet the priority 

 

Commitment to policy and funded program 

action for: 

ALP*  Coalition* Greens 

1. improving sustainability of rural/remote 

communities through regional development  

 

- - 1 

2. a fair rural/remote share of mainstream 

funding, especially public hospital resources 

 

- - 1 

3. access to primary care as close to home as 

possible – including through health reform in 

train 

 

- - 0 

4. workforce development for all professions, 

particularly for dental health 

 

- - 1 

5. bipartisan support for better health of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

 

- - 0 

6. targeted health promotion and illness 

prevention for rural and remote communities 

 

- - 1 

7. support for smaller hospitals and for local 

control of primary care 

 

- - 1 

8. improved mental health care nationally, 

including for rural and remote Australians 

 

1 1 1 

9. investments in rural and remote aged care 

facilities and healthy ageing 

 

- - 0 

10. stronger and better-funded Patients’ Assisted 

Travel Schemes 

 

- - 1 

Total  1 1 7 

  
 

The National Rural Health Alliance does not endorse any political party or candidate. The scores reflect our assessment of announced policies 

against the 10 rural health priorities outlined in the Alliance’s Election Charter which can be found at www.ruralhealth.org.au 

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/

