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PM, Abbott urged to debate rural issues in a rural setting  
 

The National Rural Health Alliance has issued a challenge to Prime Minister Julia Gillard and 

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott to debate pressing rural issues in a country forum. 

 

“There has been a noticeable lack of focus on rural issues so far in this election campaign, 

said Gordon Gregory, Executive Director of the 29-member peak body.  “The word „rural‟ did 

not even rate a mention in the recent Leaders‟ Debate. 

 

“We understand that the Prime Minister has ruled out the possibility of a second televised 

debate with Mr Abbott, but people in rural areas would like to hear them both express their 

views on a range of topics affecting community and business prospects in the bush.” 

 

Mr Gregory said the key health issues not yet properly canvassed include dental health, 

Aboriginal health and wellbeing, workforce reform and localisation of the management and 

control of public hospitals and primary care. 

 

Apart from matters directly related to health, he said country people want to hear about the 

Parties‟ approaches to rural and remote aspects of education, infrastructure (housing and 

public transport), employment, tourism, „the two speed economy‟ and the environment. 

 

If both Leaders are too busy to arrange the event, the Alliance offers its services as an honest 

broker to ensure they have a platform on which to debate when their paths cross on the rural 

campaign trail.   

 

“Anywhere, any time!” Mr Gregory said. “Political leaders have an obligation to country 

people to invest in rural sustainability and to make public their views on the particular 

challenges that rural people face. 

 

“Rural and remote communities may not be marginal – but they are certainly central to a 

viable and sustainable Australia.” 
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