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Rural communities monitor Election Campaign 
 
The people of rural and remote Australia are very eager to hear what commitments the major 

Parties will make to help overcome health and health service inequities in the bush.  

 

The NRHA has asked the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the 

Greens for indications of their intentions in relation to the top 10 priority issues for improving 

health status and equity of access to health services. 

 

Dr Jenny May, Chairperson of the Alliance, said that in the process of developing its Election 

Charter the Alliance’s member bodies agreed that the matter of greatest importance is government 

commitment to sustainable rural communities.   

 

“This will require increased emphasis on rural and remote health workforce strategies and 

regional development,” Dr May said. 

 

“Rural people are looking for a sign that the Leaders really understand the opportunities and the 

special challenges of living in rural and remote Australia - and that these will not be ignored.  

Hopefully the Leaders can begin to do this in Sunday’s leaders’ debate”  

 

“It is vital that progress is made in the term of the next Government towards management and 

control of public hospitals and primary care based on regional communities of interest.  It’s a 

worry that, so far, the major Parties are either not focused on health at all or are concerned mainly 

with public hospitals and GP superclinics in outer metropolitan areas,” she said. 

 

The NRHA, in conjunction with the Rural Doctors Association of Australia, is running an online 

survey to clarify what local access non-metropolitan people have to a range of health services.  

The survey is available through the websites of those two organisations. 

 

“It’s too early yet for the Alliance to report on the major political Parties through its Election 

Scorecard,” Dr May said.  “But it is clear that both of them are weak in at least one key area.  The 

Labor Government has yet to deliver effectively on mental health services, including in rural and 

remote areas, and the Coalition will disappoint many people if it proceeds with its decision not to 

invest in broadband and e-health for rural and remote Australia,” she said. 

 

The scorecard to be used by the NRHA for its weekly report on the Parties is attached and 

summarises the 10 top priorities on which rural people are expecting commitments. 

 

Further Contacts 

Dr Jenny May   0427 885 337 

Gordon Gregory 02 6285 4660 
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Election Scorecard 2010 

23 July – Number 1 

This Election Scorecard relates to the top ten priorities for improving rural and remote health, 

and rates the political Parties’ election announcements against them.  

 

Key:   

0   no commitment yet or the Party will not address the priority 

1   commitment(s) which partially meet the priority 

2   commitment(s) which fully meet the priority 

 

Commitment to policy and funded program 

action for: 

ALP  Coalition Greens 

1. improving sustainability of rural/remote 

communities through regional development  

 

   

2. a fair rural/remote share of mainstream 

funding, especially public hospital resources 

 

   

3. access to primary care as close to home as 

possible – including through health reform in 

train 

 

   

4. workforce development for all professions, 

particularly for dental health 

 

   

5. bipartisan support for better health of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

 

   

6. targeted health promotion and illness 

prevention for rural and remote communities 

 

   

7. support for smaller hospitals and for local 

control of primary care 

 

   

8. improved mental health care nationally, 

including for rural and remote Australians 

 

   

9. investments in rural and remote aged care 

facilities and healthy ageing 

 

   

10. stronger and better-funded Patients’ Assisted 

Travel Schemes 

 

   

Total     

  
This Election Scorecard reflects the views of the National Rural Health Alliance,  

but not necessarily the full or particular views of all of its Member Bodies. 

 


