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Local Hospital Networks must be local, not state-wide 
 

There is mounting concern among people in rural, regional and remote areas that the Rudd 

Government‟s proposed Local Hospital Networks will not be local at all. 

It stems from unconfirmed reports which suggest that the Northern Territory and Tasmania 

will be served by single, state-wide Local Hospital Networks based in Darwin and Hobart, 

without due consideration of the views of people who live in the other  regions. 

“If the States and Territories ride roughshod over regional considerations in respect to LHNs, 

there will be growing concern about the Commonwealth‟s capacity to deliver on other 

important matters relating to public hospitals,” says Dr Jenny May, Chair of the 29-member 

strong National Rural Health Alliance.   

“People in rural, regional and remote areas must insist that the Commonwealth Government‟s 

agreements with the States and Territories do not result in individual jurisdictions subverting 

the principle that underlies the role and purpose of the LHNs.” 

Dr May said it would be „discouraging‟ if establishment of the LHNs failed to take account of 

the guidelines which people have agreed should be integral to their work – including the 

capacity to solve cross-border challenges.  

 

“It has been clear from the beginning that the whole purpose of Local Hospital Networks can 

only be met if they are based on communities of interest and are small enough for local people 

– including clinicians and local cultural groups – to have genuine engagement with them. 

Where travel and health services are concerned, there is no way that Alice Springs is in a real 

community of interest with Darwin, nor Launceston with Hobart,” Dr May said. 

Member Bodies of the Alliance believe the centralisation of hospital services in Darwin and 

Hobart will not only cause major logistical problems for people seeking health services, it will 

also send negative messages about what can be expected from the other major health reforms 

with which Commonwealth, States and Territories have been grappling for months. 

Most important among these are the commitment to maintain and improve smaller hospitals 

through block grants and to recognise the Community Service Obligations they have in rural, 

regional and remote communities.  
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