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PM urged to ‘lock in’ single funder for health 

People in rural, regional and remote areas are likely to be much more confident in their 

support of health reform if the Prime Minister can confirm that his current proposals are steps 

towards a single funder for the Australian health system. 

 

Dr Jenny May, Chair of the 29-member National Rural Health Alliance, said rural people 

support reform that will improve both access to services in the bush and the distribution of 

health professionals. 

 

“A clear indication that what’s happening now will lead eventually to a single funder and thus 

to a more integrated system will provide greater confidence about the seriousness and 

coherence of the reforms intended,” Dr May said. 

 

People in rural and remote areas need to be sure that the new system will strike the right 

balance between local hospitals, aged care, comprehensive primary care and illness 

prevention. 

 

“The important thing in rural and remote areas is an integrated health care system – not just 

more hospital beds,” Dr May said.  “The ratio of hospital beds to population is a notoriously 

poor indicator of a health system.  For various reasons there are more beds in very remote 

areas than in the major cities but this certainly does not lead to better health outcomes or 

services in very remote areas – quite the contrary.” 

 

The Alliance is seeking clarification about how the local health networks and the new primary 

care organisations, yet to be established, will relate to each other. 

 

“Like many others, rural people want to be sure there will be more services on the ground and 

more health professionals of all kinds,” Dr May said. 

 

“We want governments to ensure that the changes discussed at next Monday’s meeting of 

COAG will improve health service access, equity and integration for people in rural and 

remote areas.  If this is the case the reform should be implemented as soon as possible.  

Australia’s governments should not allow this opportunity for positive change to pass them 

by,” said Dr May. 
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