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Population size, rural health and the two-speed economy 
 

The National Rural Health Alliance applauds the decision to appoint Tony Burke as 

Australia’s first Minister for Population, and expects his work to be a key part of a national 

debate about the future of rural and remote communities. 

 

Australia needs an explicit national vision for rural and remote areas and a plan for how it’s 

going to get there.  The vision and the plan will recognise the major contributions that rural 

and remote regions will continue to make to the nation, and the relationship between people’s 

location and wellbeing. 

 

In the light of these major national issues it has been encouraging to hear Minister Burke’s 

observations that population growth impacts differently on various parts of Australia.  

 

The future of many rural communities will be determined by the extent to which governments 

intervene in the markets, such as through strengthening remote zone tax allowances as 

suggested by the National Farmers Federation  

If Australia is serious about addressing the issue of how locality affects an individual’s health 

and lifetime opportunities, comprehensive health and social policies must address the 

economic and other determinants of wellbeing. 

The so-called ‘two speed economy’ means that, while a number of rural and remote regions 

are experiencing rapid growth due to high levels of activity in the resources sector, many 

inland agricultural regions are experiencing a gradual loss of population and services.  

 

Another key factor for the Alliance is that people living in rural and remote areas are subject 

to high levels of economic, environmental and political uncertainty.  

Governments need to watch closely the impacts on health of population decline and the loss 

of services, while continuing to invest in programs that support community development and 

communities in transition. Growth that is too rapid can also have adverse effects on families 

and communities.  

The Alliance welcomes the growing public debate about the pros and cons of increased 

population size in Australia.  It will help lay the basis for agreed and explicit planning for 

what rural, regional and remote Australia will look like in the years to come. 

  
Contacts 

Dr Jenny May - Chair: 0427 885 337 

Marshall Wilson - Media: 0419 664 155 

 


