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Indigenous Doctors assess the NT Emergency Response  
 
The National Rural Health Alliance has urged governments to work more closely with community 

leaders to create effective measures for improving the health of Aboriginal people. 

 

It comes after the release of a Health Impact Assessment of the Northern Territory Emergency 

Response (NTER) launched this month by the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association.  The 

document predicts that while new investments in education, housing and health care will contribute 

to improved physical health for some people, any benefits will be outweighed by the negative 

impacts arising from the way the initiative was devised and implemented.   

 

The Health Impact Assessment examines seven of the measures: external leadership and control, 

income management, alcohol restriction, prohibited materials, housing, education and child health 

checks.  It ranks these measures in a scorecard, provides recommendations to make them more 

effective, and suggests one-year, five-year and ten-year targets for monitoring progress. 

 

Details of the NTER were announced in June 2007 following release of the Little Children are 

Sacred report.  At that time, the Alliance welcomed the commitment of significant resources to 

Aboriginal health and reminded governments of the critical need to work on roll-out of the 

proposals with the people and organisations in the communities concerned.  

 

Dr Jenny May, Chair of the Alliance, said the Alliance is still advocating the importance of 

significant investment and consultation for improved Indigenous health. 

 

“The findings of the Health Impact Assessment, together with the recommendations and targets, 

provide a basis for productive consultation and a guide for governments to make a more effective 

contribution to improving the health of Aboriginal people,” Dr May said. 

 

“The challenge continues to be to ensure there is sustained action in this area of great need, 

including addressing the social and economic determinants of health that underpin good health for 

all Indigenous people and others currently disadvantaged.” 

 

The Health Impact Assessment was undertaken by the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association 

in partnership with the Centre for Health Equity Training, Research and Evaluation and the Fred 

Hollows Foundation. 
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