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Boost in doctor numbers will be welcome 
 

The Prime Minister’s announcement of major new investments to boost the number of 

medical graduates who choose to train as GPs or other specialists will be welcomed by people 

in rural and remote areas.   

 

Dr Jenny May, Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance, said people in rural and remote 

areas have the poorest access to medical practitioners and that every effort is needed to make 

sure a fair proportion of new graduates choose to practise in rural Australia.  

 

“It is important that these initiatives are implemented as soon as practicable to address long-

standing medical shortages in the rural and remote health sector,” Dr May said.  

 

“Today’s announcement provides a basis for optimism that national workforce shortages can 

be overcome.  However, to ensure that one third or more of practitioners choose to work in 

rural, regional and remote areas, there needs to be a strong and ongoing commitment to health 

infrastructure, undergraduate rural placements, vocational placements, and locum and 

continuing professional development support in those areas – as well as sustainable practices 

that provide the career structures and financial incentives for doctors in rural areas.” 

 

The Alliance is pleased that this next stage of the Government’s health reform agenda has 

been revealed early and hopes agreements being negotiated between the Commonwealth, 

States and Territories will underpin better access to services in rural and remote regions. 

 

“We’re particularly eager to hear about the Government’s intentions, previously flagged by 

the Prime Minister, to address the needs of nurses and other health professionals and to 

provide additional services in primary care, hospital beds, and dental, mental and aged care. 

This will provide a fuller picture of the proposed health reform agenda so that we can move 

from discussions to action,” Dr May said. 
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