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Good news on broadband: but don’t forget the 3 per cent 
 

Yesterday's news of a major government-led broadband initiative to provide „fibre to the home‟ is 

excellent news for families and businesses in rural and remote areas.  It is especially pleasing that 

the capacity of such a system to help with health services in rural and remote areas has been 

highlighted in the announcement. 

 

Dr Jenny May, Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance, said the 28-member body has been a 

long-time advocate for broadband connections to be available to all rural and remote 

communities, where the health benefits would be significant.   

 

“Often in the past when plans for improved information and communications technology have 

been hatched, they appear to have been designed to provide better services to 97 per cent of the 

Australian population,” Dr May said. 

 

“The implication seems to have been that the 3 per cent of people who live in more remote places, 

or areas that may be difficult to service, would have to miss out.  We trust this will not be the case 

with this plan.” 

 

“The Alliance has noted the Prime Minister's reference to the new network connecting 90 per cent 

of schools, homes and workplaces with fibre-to-the-premises – and that it will „connect all other 

houses and businesses in Australia with next generation wireless and satellite technologies that 

will deliver broadband speeds of 12 megabits per second‟.  

 

“This plan will be truly „nation building‟ if it succeeds in connecting all homes, businesses and 

health services in Australia, irrespective of their location, to high-speed broadband,” Dr May said. 

“But it will remain necessary to have special plans for „difficult to service‟ areas to make sure 

they don‟t fall behind when further technological developments occur.”  

 

The Alliance also recognises the great potential value of universal access to high speed broadband 

for rural, regional and remote businesses.  The development of Australia‟s inland regions and 

towns is something the Alliance has strong hopes for, and access to fast broadband would provide 

underpinning support for this. 

 

The Alliance also welcomes the immediate investment to be made in „backbone fibre optic 

transmission links‟ which will improve communications choice and services in regional areas. 
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