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Alliance backs Business Council call for health system restructure 
 
The peak body for rural and remote health has backed the call from the Business 
Council of Australia (BCA) for reform of the nation’s fragmented national health 
services.   
 
“The National Rural Health Alliance welcomes the BCA’s contribution to the health 
debate and continues to call for improvements in the effectiveness and efficiency of 
the healthcare sector,” said Chair of the NRHA, Dr Jenny May. 
 
“We believe the changes are particularly crucial in rural and remote Australia which 
have poorer health outcomes and less than adequate primary and acute care services. 
 
“Like so many others the Alliance is concerned at the rising incidence of chronic 
disease including cancer, heart disease, diabetes and mental illness.  It is responsible 
for a significant burden of disease for individuals, communities and the national 
economy.  It is costing billions of dollars every year, putting undue pressures on the 
acute care systems and on illness management at the expense of health promotion and 
early intervention.” 
 
The BCA estimates that if these factors are left unattended Australia’s total health 
expenditure will double in the next 30 years – from 10 per cent of gross domestic 
product to around 20 per cent by 2040. 
 
“We also agree that research efforts must be stepped up and that priorities in structural 
change include the need to overhaul current funding processes, with a single level of 
accountability to monitor and gauge health outcomes.  
 
“Undue delays in establishing an e-health network are costing patients and 
fragmenting their care,” Dr May said. 
 
The Alliance continues to advocate the essentiality of a patient-centred system, 
focussed on health promotion, co-ordinated care of people with chronic illness and 
strong financing and accountability systems to promote health outcomes and quality 
of service.  
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