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NRHA re-commits to ‘Close the Gap’ in Indigenous health 
 
One year on from the Prime Minister’s formal apology to the Stolen Generations, the National 
Rural Health Alliance remains committed to the Close the Gap campaign aimed at improving the 
health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 
 
To endorse its stand, Indigenous health will be a recurring theme at the upcoming 10th National 
Rural Health Conference to be held at the Cairns Convention Centre from 17-20 May.  The first of 
five key themes for the Conference focuses on conquering Indigenous disadvantage and bringing 
health equity to the people of rural and remote areas. 
 
“Rural and remote Australia can provide a level of health and lifestyle equal to anything in the 
world,” said Alliance Chair, Dr Jenny May. “However, for this to happen we need infrastructure 
and systems in place to meet the challenges of illness prevention, chronic disease, ageing and the 
tyrannies of distance.”  
 
As a signatory to the Close the Gap initiative the Alliance continues to look to its Indigenous 
member bodies – the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association and the National Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Organisation – for leadership on the issue.  
 
Both have been instrumental in moving the debate from general principles for improving health, 
to agreeing on health targets for health equality within 25 years, as well as to the 2008 drafting of 
a Statement of Intent for Indigenous Health Equality. 
 
At its last annual meeting the Alliance agreed to give continued high priority to improving 
Indigenous health. This was relayed in meetings with the Minister for Health, the Shadow 
Minister and other Parliamentarians. 
 
The Cairns conference will feature a keynote speaker on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
health. At the opening session Maggie Grant and Vicki Saunders will present a paper, titled 
Building resilience in Indigenous health students and staff, which ranked in the top three of more 
than 370 abstracts on offer. 
 
Fred Chaney will discuss the problems of service delivery in remote areas, while in a concurrent 
session delegates will discuss lessons to be learned from the Northern Territory Emergency 
Response for improving Indigenous health across the nation. 
 
At its 9th biennial Conference in Albury, the Alliance developed a Rural Action Plan for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Equality in a Generation.  A report on progress 
against this plan will be provided in Cairns – in the expectation that the recommendations from 
the 10th Conference will again elevate Indigenous health to a high priority status.  
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