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Journal documents rural health research efforts 
 
Climate change and other key factors impacting on rural and remote communities 
have increased both the need for rural health research and the importance of applying 
the findings of good research to policies and programs.  Some of the latest research 
results, and the state of the rural research sector itself, are documented in the first 
issue for 2009 of the Australian Journal of Rural Health. 
 
Now available online through publisher Wiley Blackwell on the website 
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118489045/home are 12 papers from 
leaders in rural and remote health research.  
 
Among them is Australian-born public health physician Professor John Beard, 
recently appointed Director of Ageing and Life Course with the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) in Geneva, whose paper reports on the influence of socio-
economic and cultural factors on health in rural areas. 
 
Professor John Wakerman, Director of the Centre for Rural Health in Alice Springs 
and a former Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance, explores innovative models 
of rural and remote primary health care and what we know about them.  His paper 
also examines priorities for research. 
 
Other papers published in the 68-page issue include one by Gordon Gregory, 
Executive Director of the Alliance, which examines the impact of rurality on health 
practices and services.  Like the others, his paper was originally presented at last 
year’s inaugural Rural and Remote Health Scientific Symposium in Brisbane. 
 
Another topical paper, titled Key considerations in delivering appropriate and 
accessible health care for rural and remote populations, is by Professor John 
Humphreys from the Monash University School of Rural Health in Bendigo, Victoria. 
 
In its 17th year of publication, the AJRH is a peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary journal 
that is available by subscription.  This issue is the third in a themed series which has 
included issues on mental health (2007) and public health (2008). 
 
The on-line version of Volume 17 Number 1 is available through Wiley Interscience. 
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