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Roundtable calls for team approach in rural health 
 
The Rural Health Workforce Roundtable which met at Parliament House in Canberra 
yesterday welcomed COAG’s recent major investment in health and intends to work 
with both State and Commonwealth governments to influence the implementation of 
new programs. 
 
In a statement issued after its meeting with Health Minister Nicola Roxon, Roundtable 
delegates welcomed COAG’s renewed emphasis on accountability and agreed to work 
with governments on specific rural and remote performance indicators such as access 
to health services and professionals in those areas. 
 
“Increasing the supply of health graduates is an important first step – and the 
challenge now is to convert this into extra professionals on the ground in rural and 
remote areas,” said Roundtable Chair and Tamworth GP, Dr Jenny May. 
 
“This will require professional, financial and social support for rural and remote 
practice.  It is urgent that we overcome the serious health deficit that continues to 
exist in rural and remote Australia.” 
 
In her meeting with Roundtable delegates, Minister Roxon emphasised that some of 
the solutions sought on behalf of rural people could come from the work of the 
National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission (NHHRC), the National Primary 
Health Care Taskforce and the Maternity Services Review. 
 
Delegates raised with the Minister: 
 
• specific proposals for multidisciplinary education, training and placements; 
• HECs reimbursements for rural and remote service by health professionals, 

weighted for remoteness; 
• the need for improved rural and remote health infrastructure; and 
• support for team-based services which allow all health professions their full scope 

of practice. 
 
The Rural Health Workforce Roundtable comprises fifteen national organisations 
representing rural consumers, GPs, nurses, midwives, and allied health professionals.  
Yesterday’s Roundtable was convened by the National Rural Health Alliance and was 
attended by representatives of the twelve organisations listed below. 
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Australian General Practice Network (AGPN); Australian College of Midwives (ACM); Australian 
Nursing Federation (ANF); Australian Rural Nurses and Midwives (ARNM); Council for Remote Area 
Nurses of Australia (CRANA); Country Women’s Association of Australia (CWAA); Health 
Consumers of Rural and Remote Australia (HCRRA); National Rural Faculty of the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitioners (NRF of the RACGP); National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA); Rural 
Doctors Association of Australia (RDAA); Rural Health Workforce Australia (RHWA); Services for 
Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health (SARRAH) 


