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Melbourne Cup Day start for rural medical scholarships  
 

Today’s running of the Melbourne Cup coincides with student applicants for the 2009 

round of the Rural Australia Medical Undergraduate Scholarship (RAMUS) Scheme 

coming under starter’s orders. 

 

RAMUS scholarship holders receive unbonded scholarships worth $10,000 a year 

while completing a standard medical degree at their chosen university.  The scheme is 

open to medical students from rural and remote areas who have demonstrated a 

financial need. 

 

“RAMUS supports a total of 550 ongoing scholarships with up to 115 scholarship 

places available in 2009 – so not all applicants who are eligible will receive a 

scholarship,” said RAMUS Manager, Susan Magnay. 

 

The RAMUS Scheme is funded by the Australian Government and is designed to 

assist students with a rural background to study medicine. The financial support it 

offers helps successful applicants overcome financial barriers to study, such as the 

cost of living away from home or moving away from family support structures. 

 

Under the Scheme’s mentorship program RAMUS scholars are paired with 

experienced medical practitioners in rural or remote areas. Since it began in 2000 

more than 1400 RAMUS scholarships have been awarded, with some 750 recipients 

having already graduated in medicine. 

 

A 2007 survey of scholarship holders showed that 92 per cent of respondents 

confirmed RAMUS participation had increased their intention to practise medicine in 

rural or remote Australia.  Almost all agreed that the scholarship had significantly 

enhanced their capacity to complete their studies. 

 

Applications for the 2009 RAMUS intake must be submitted by 5pm on 19 January 

2009. 

 

To access an online application form, or find further details about the RAMUS 

Scheme, prospective applicants should visit the National Rural Health Alliance 

website at www.ruralhealth.org.au  
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