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‘Remote Focus’ is timely and important 
 
Today’s release of a report on remote areas by Desert Knowledge Australia is a timely 
reminder of the urgent need for governments to meet the serious social, economic and 
ecological challenges those areas face.  Among the most critical issues is the provision of 
infrastructure and services for people in those remote areas, including to support living 
conditions and services for good health. 
 
Professor John Wakerman, Chairperson of the National Rural Health Alliance, said that 
quite apart from the contribution they make to Gross Domestic Product and export 
income, remote areas are home to 3 per cent of Australia’s people. 
 
“That means that the combined populations of Darwin, Hobart, Townsville, Toowoomba 
and Bendigo live in remote areas - in what today’s new report describes as the situation of 
a 'failed state',” Prof Wakerman said. 
 
“One in four of this 630,000 is Indigenous.  Three in every four are not; so Indigenous 
disadvantage is very significant but it is not the whole story in remote areas,” he said.  
 
Remote Focus: Revitalising Remote Australia argues that closer consideration of remote 
areas by governments would have economic, social, ecological and national security 
benefits.  
 
“The Alliance supports this view and has called for national leadership on the issue,” Prof 
Wakerman said today from Alice Springs.   
 
“We are keen to work with all parties on solutions to what those associated with the new 
report have called ‘the failure of government’ – particularly as it affects people’s health 
and the wellbeing of communities,” Prof Wakerman said. 
 
The 3 per cent who live in remote areas are frequently discounted in national plans for 
broadband access.  They are paying the highest prices for diesel and petrol and have 
virtually no public transport options.  They are also paying the highest prices for food.  
Many of them have limited access to basic social infrastructure and services which most 
of the country takes for granted. 
 
“These tough circumstances have also bred great ingenuity and innovation. There is 
considerable variability across remote areas but, overall, life expectancy in remote areas 
is up to seven years lower than in the capital cities,” Prof Wakerman said. 
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