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Scholarship program prepares doctors for the bush 
 
Surveys show that rural students awarded grants under the Rural Australia Medical 
Undergraduate Scholarship (RAMUS) scheme are more likely to practise medicine in 
rural Australia as a result of their participation. 
 
This positive outcome accords with one of the core aims of RAMUS – to reinforce 
medical students’ ties with regional and rural Australia – following its implementation 
in 2000 with funding from the Department of Health and Ageing. 
 
Administered by the National Rural Health Alliance, the objective is to increase the 
number of medical practitioners in rural and remote areas by providing selected 
medical students from those areas with an unbonded scholarship of $10,000 a year.   
 
RAMUS incorporates a mentorship program that pairs every scholar with an 
experienced medical practitioner located in a rural or remote area. Since it began more 
than 1400 RAMUS scholarships have been awarded, with over 750 having graduated 
from medicine.   
 
Key findings from a 2006 survey of RAMUS graduates showed: 

• 75 per cent of respondents agreed participation in the scheme had increased 
their intention to practise medicine in rural or remote Australia   

• 80 per cent indicated an intention to do so, with the majority of scholars 
forming the intention while still in high school or at university 

• personal preference for a rural lifestyle was the strongest positive factor to 
influence RAMUS students to start or continue in rural or remote practice after 
graduation 

• opportunities for greater diversity and responsibility in rural practice also 
ranked highly. 

 
A 2007 survey of current scholarship holders reflected a similar positive perception of 
the scheme and its objectives. It showed 92 per cent of respondents agreed RAMUS 
had increased their intention and commitment to practise rural medicine, while 99 per 
cent agreed the level of payments significantly enhanced the capacity to complete 
their studies. 
 
The results of both surveys are available on the NRHA website at 
www.ruralhealth.org.au   So too, is additional information about RAMUS including 
detail on how to apply for a scholarship.  
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