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High-powered team to discuss need for health care planning 
 
The need for a national rural primary care strategy and an update on the state of Aboriginal 
health are among key topics for discussion at a public seminar to be held in the Great Hall of 
University House at the Australian National University in Canberra on 22 September 2008. 
 
Hosted as part of the National Rural Health Alliance’s 17th annual Councilfest, the National 
Planning in the Rural and Remote Health Sector symposium is expected to draw widespread 
attention from health practitioners, researchers, academics and consumers. 
 
Professor John Wakerman, the Alice Springs-based chair of the 28-member Alliance, will 
open by sharing his thoughts on ways to build an improved rural and remote health system. 
 
The former Victorian Health Minister, Rob Knowles, current chair of the Mental Health 
Council of Australia and a member of the National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission 
(NHHRC), will discuss the Commission’s work to provide advice on practical reforms to the 
Australian health system.  The Commission has been tasked to explicitly identify a long-term 
plan for improving rural health services. 
 
Ms Pat Anderson, Chair of the Cooperative Research Centre for Indigenous Health, will 
update delegates about what is happening in Aboriginal health – and what is not. 
 
Next in the line-up will be Dr Tony Hobbs, Chair of the Government’s External Reference 
Group that is seeking ways to develop a National Primary Health Care Strategy. He will be 
followed by Tony McBride, Chief Executive Officer of the Health Issues Centre in 
Melbourne, who will discuss issues relating to the involvement of rural consumers and 
citizens in health services planning and evaluation. 
 
The all-afternoon session which starts at 2 o’clock will wrap up with an address by Dr Bruce 
Simmons, Chair of the Rural Health Advisory Panel of the Australian Dental Association, on 
how to achieve better oral health for people who choose to live in the bush. 
 
Registration is free by sending your contact details to nrha@ruralhealth.org.au 
 
Full proceedings of the event will later be published on the Alliance’s website.  
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