
 
 

 Media Release 
21 August 2008 

Health research must translate into policy and practice  

The proposed new national system for assessing research in Australia must recognise that when it 
comes to driving health reform in rural and remote areas, both qualitative and quantitative 
methodologies are needed and valued. 

The government plans to use the new Excellence in Research for Australia (ERA) framework to 
determine the quality of university research and the ranking of journals in which it is published.  It is a 
system which has the potential to re-shape Australia’s research profile because of the impact it could 
have on funding and on the publication of peer review journals. 

The National Rural Health Alliance senses fear in some quarters that the new system may discourage 
some much-needed research by giving too much emphasis to ‘high end’ activity based only on 
quantitative work with large samples or randomised controlled trials. 

The Alliance does not believe this is the only type of research needed to improve rural health services 
and outcomes. Instead it sees scientific rigour, rather than research methodology, as the essential 
ingredient to ensure the quality of future research and its relevance to policy and practice – including in 
rural and remote health.  
 
“It’s not enough that research evidence is driven and read only by researchers,” said Professor John 
Wakerman, Chair of the Alliance. “To make a real difference it is essential that research funded 
through the public purse is of direct use to society because of what it provides to practitioners and 
policy-makers, particularly those who serve disadvantaged communities. 

“The rankings in the new system must recognise that whether research is quantitative or qualitative, 
complex or simple, applied or pure, specific or thematic, it must be scientifically rigorous and yield 
reliable results which, where possible, have practical application,” Prof Wakerman said. 

“For example, where rural health is concerned we need research into service structures and practices in 
small populations and isolated areas, and an understanding of patients’ experiences.  

“There has never before been a time when government was more interested in having evidence to show 
how Australia's health system could be improved. It is vitally important to ensure the new system is 
‘owned’ by the community and that future research is focused on their own special and diverse needs.” 

Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:   0419 664 155 
 

Note: The NRHA is the owner and manager of the Australian Journal of Rural Health, a multi-disciplinary refereed journal 
published by Wiley-Blackwell. 

 


