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The Office of Rural Health will help meet important challenges  

 
Prof John Wakerman, Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance, has welcomed the 
establishment of the new Office of Rural Health in the Department of Health and 
Ageing and committed the Alliance to working co-operatively with it to improve the 
health of people in rural, regional and remote areas. 
 
“The establishment of this specific body for rural and remote health in the 
Commonwealth public service, led by an experienced Division Head and with two 
Branches at the moment, attests to the importance attached by the Australian 
Government to the health challenges faced by people in rural and remote areas.” 
 
The Government says the new body is “to drive rural health reform in response to the 
findings of the Audit of Health Workforce in Rural and Regional Australia”.  
 
“The immediate tasks facing it are vital to redressing health inequalities between the 
city and the bush.  The Office of Rural Health is to play the lead role in evaluating, 
streamlining and strengthening the targeted programs for rural and remote health,” 
Prof Wakerman said. 
 
“It will also lead on the review of classification systems for metropolitan, rural and 
remote areas.  This has great potential importance for the support of workforce and 
service delivery programs - for example in determining which areas get a share in 
particular programs that are targeted by location. 
 
“Above all, it will be the task of the Office of Rural Health to ensure that the 
particular characteristics of rural people, their health and their health services are 
accommodated through programs that fit well.  It will provide rural input into the 
strategic work underway on many fronts to change and improve Australia's health 
system, and ensure that current examples of successful programs are generalised and 
expanded.  
 
“In these important endeavours the Office of Rural Health will have the strong 
support of the National Rural Health Alliance,” Prof Wakerman said. 
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