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No Budget surprises for rural health  
 
While tonight’s Budget reveals no surprises for rural health, the National Rural Health 
Alliance acknowledges that the Rudd government has honoured its election commitments to 
the bush.   
 
The Medical Specialist Outreach Assistance Program (MSOAP) will receive an additional $9 
million over three years. There is also an additional $5.9 million over three years for the 
Specialist Obstetrician Locum Scheme (SOLS) operating in rural areas, and an additional $2.5 
million over three years for clinical placement scholarships for allied health students.   
 
Alliance Chair, John Wakerman, agreed rural people will benefit from these targeted 
investments which will help to improve access to services.  
 
“We are particularly pleased to see the Government honouring its commitment to closing the 
gap in Indigenous health,” Professor Wakerman said.   
 
“These include investments in drug, alcohol and tobacco services, allocations for child and 
maternal services, and a useful investment in a National Indigenous Health Workforce 
Training plan. We are also pleased with the Government's focus on prevention. 
 
“The $10 billion Health and Hospitals Fund is a major announcement, but the Alliance can’t 
get excited about it yet because we don’t know what it will deliver for rural health,” he said. 
 
“The specific rural health measures, however, are really a continuation of an incrementalist, 
piecemeal approach.  We appreciate the policy work that is under way, but we shouldn’t have 
to wait another 12 months.  Country people are impatient to see something bold and beautiful 
for rural health. 
 
“It is time for major investment in improved access to services for the almost seven million 
people who live in rural Australia. With the largest ever budget surplus as a share of GDP, 
eliminating health inequalities between the country and the city is achievable,” said Professor 
Wakerman. 
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