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Rural Australia welcomes beginning of the end of the blame game 
 
People in rural and remote Australia face a healthier future if the Government embraces the 
approach recommended by the Beyond the Blame Game Report released yesterday. 
 
Prepared by the newly established National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission, the 
report suggests re-styling the Australian Health Care Agreements to cover some of Australia’s 
major health and health care challenges. It also recommends holding both the Commonwealth 
and States accountable for health outcomes, with clear responsibility for particular service 
provisions. 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance says rural and remote communities will welcome the 
inclusion of clear benchmarks for hospitals and other health services, including mental health 
and dental health services. 
 
Alliance Chair, John Wakerman, says rural and remote regions have been significantly under-
serviced for years, with health professionals increasingly under stress and people in some 
rural areas having to wait up to four years for a dental appointment. 
 
“We welcome the clarification of accountabilities, prioritisation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health and the reporting of rural, remote and metropolitan differences on all 
indicators. Re-orientation of the acute care system to achieve increased focus on prevention, 
chronic disease management, care-co-ordination and multidisciplinary practice is also a good 
outcome,” said Professor Wakerman.  
 
“However, the true measure of success will be when people in country Australia can get a 
dental appointment when they need it and we begin to notice shorter waits for elective 
surgery, the same as in metropolitan areas.  
 
“The annual reporting on Indigenous life expectancy will keep governments and all 
Australians focused on the goal of equal health within a generation,” Prof Wakerman said.  
 
“We are disappointed there are no explicit benchmarks for patient travel schemes, which 
urgently need upgrading and national uniformity. We know locational disadvantage exists 
across different suburbs in all capital cites. But it has a very concrete meaning when the 
nearest specialist is 1500 kilometres away.” 
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