
 
Media Release 

 
1 May 2008 

Health alliance makes stand for increased rural student support 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance has called for increased support for rural students who 
need to live away from home to undertake tertiary study.   
 
The Alliance was responding to a discussion paper, published by the Department of 
Education, Employment and Workforce Relations (DEEWR), on plans to expand the scope of 
the Commonwealth Scholarships Program and double the number of scholarships by 2012.    
 
In welcoming the move Alliance Chairperson, John Wakerman, asked for at least half the 
scholarships in the new categories to be awarded to students from rural and remote areas. 
 
“Rural students are currently under-represented in tertiary institutions. Our brightest kids are 
keen to get a uni qualification and then contribute to the rural workforce and the local 
community, but they face particular cost and distance barriers in accessing tertiary education,” 
Professor Wakerman said.  
 
“The Alliance has a strong interest in education because of its impact on employability, 
financial capacity and social wellbeing - all significant determinants of health,” he said. 
 
The Alliance recommends removal of the anomalies associated with State borders when 
determining eligibility for the new National Accommodation Scholarships, and an increase in 
the value of existing scholarships to take account of the real costs of studying away from 
home. 
 
It believes eligibility for the scholarships should be based on the distance between the 
student’s family home and the tertiary institution at which they are studying.  
 
“It’s pretty clear that a rural student cannot live at home if their university is 100km away.  
And eligibility should apply regardless of whether the tertiary institution is in the person’s 
home State or in another State,” Prof Wakerman said. 
 
“If the Government is serious about addressing rural workforce challenges, it needs also to 
increase investment in rural primary and secondary education, as well as other means, to 
ensure comparable rural participation in tertiary studies.” 
 
The Alliance’s submission is available on its website:  www.ruralhealth.org.au  
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