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It’s time to be bold for rural health 

Rural and remote residents will have high expectations for the proposed Office of Rural 
Health and will be watching closely to see that it delivers on its brief of driving much-needed 
reform in response to the findings of the Rural Health Workforce Audit.  
 
This is the view of National Rural Health Alliance, the peak body for rural health in Australia 
and one of the contributors to the workforce audit.   
 
Alliance Chair, John Wakerman, said there were no surprises in the report. 
 
“The audit has confirmed what rural people already knew - based on evidence and anecdote - 
about the dire workforce shortages in rural and remote areas,” said Professor Wakerman. 
 
“It is timely that there will be a RRMA review, and the Alliance stands ready to work with the 
new Office of Rural Health in the interests of improved health for rural people.” 
 
“The money promised for various projects will be put to good use, but the new Government 
needs to move quickly away from a piecemeal approach to rural health. The Minister 
describes these measures as “downpayments”, but the time has well and truly come for bold 
downpayments and comprehensive, evidence-based investment in rural health.  Rural 
communities have been waiting a long time for significant reform.  This is an opportunity for 
the Government to show it has a serious commitment to rural health,” Prof Wakerman said. 
 
“For example, in its budget submission the Alliance recommended a national undergraduate 
student placement system for a range of health disciplines which would promote equity and 
move away from fragmented programs into an integrated national system.  This is an 
investment in our future workforce. We’ve also outlined a three-pronged approach to 
improving access to dental services and reducing the current long waiting lists.” 
 
“For both these proposals there is a good evidence base.  They are opportunities for the 
Government to do something bolder at a national level,” Prof Wakerman said. 
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