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‘Equal health by 2020' 
 
The National Rural Health Alliance has called for the support of the Australian people – 
including delegates to this weekend’s Canberra Summit – to embrace its vision for equal 
health for all by 2020.   
 
Responding to the Prime Minister’s challenge for “one big idea” for developing a long-term 
national health strategy, the Alliance proposes the reshaping of Medicare to cover whichever 
health profession is able to provide consumers with safe, effective treatment at lowest cost. 
Medicare reform would bring immediate benefits nationally, particularly for those in remote 
Australia unable to access Medicare due to the non-availability of a GP.   
 
In its submission to the Summit the Alliance has called for fair consideration to be given to 
the more than seven million people who choose to live in rural and remote areas. 
 
“Currently the 30 per cent of Australians who live in rural, regional and remote areas have 
worse health and less access to services than those who live in cities.  Rural Australians have 
a fair claim to over 30 per cent of Australia’s domestic health resources,” said Alliance Chair 
John Wakerman. 
 
“In rural areas health care is best provided by collaborative teams, each member doing what 
they do best to provide integrated continuity of care.  Health consumers should be part of the 
collaboration – as the final arbiters of what is appropriate, safe and preferred by them. 
 
“A new national rural health plan needs to consider the evidence as it relates to different 
models of service delivery for rural and remote areas in order to roll out improved services 
across the country,” Professor Wakerman said.  
 
“This includes different methods of financing, interdisciplinary structures, adequate 
infrastructure, including health information systems, and improved governance and 
management.” 
 
Prof Wakerman urged Government and community leaders to ensure the health and wellbeing 
of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people received national priority status, 
involving ‘whole of government’ in education, housing, other infrastructure, employment, 
community services, and legal and cultural affairs.   
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