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Virtual issue reveals all about Indigenous health 
 
Students and researchers keen to learn more about the changing facts surrounding 
Indigenous health are encouraged to consult the 2008 ‘virtual issue’ of the prestigious 
Australian Journal of Rural Health. 
 
Freely available through the website http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/loi/ajr 
readers can access 22 key reports published in the last decade covering some of the 
most pressing topics in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. 
 
Among these are articles by Lowitja O’Donahue promoting a culture of improvement 
in Indigenous health, and by Richard Hays on improving care through medical 
education.  Other issues dealt with include barriers to improved health and increased 
life expectancy, the impact of disadvantage and discontent on Indigenous mental 
health, and oral health training for Aboriginal Health Workers. 
 
The freely-available issue also has papers on the connection between alcohol and 
psychological health, and between housing and health, a partnership approach to 
Indigenous primary health care, innovations in management of diabetes, 
communication issues, educational resources, behavioural change, special services for 
remote areas and a fascinating review of post-operative pain experiences in Central 
Australian Aboriginal women. 
 
This Indigenous issue of the AJRH has already seen a significant spike in the number 
of hits since it was posted in January.  Special interest has come from tertiary 
institutions because of its value as a teaching resource. 
 
Now into its 16th year of publication, the AJRH has an international reputation for the 
quality of its scholarly discourse and for its value to health researchers, professionals 
and policy makers.  Apart from readers in Australia, the Journal has subscribers in 
Canada, Japan, the United States and United Kingdom.   
 
The Journal is managed by a Board comprising delegates of the supporting constituent 
organisations of the National Rural Health Alliance. Edited by Professor James 
Dunbar, it continues to maintain its position as one of the world’s few peer-reviewed 
multidisciplinary journals about rural and remote health.   
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