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Minister re-affirms commitment to rural and remote health  
 
The Minster for Health and Ageing, Nicola Roxon, has re-affirmed the Rudd Government's 
commitment to improving the health of people living in rural and remote areas.  
 
She will start the process by implementing pre-election promises that include additional 
funding for the Medical Specialist Outreach Assistance Program, expanding the John Flynn 
Scholarships Scheme for medical students to undertake clinical training in the bush, and 
introducing a scholarship program for undergraduate allied health students. 
 
“Minister Roxon also indicated the desire to develop a longer term vision for rural health,” 
said Professor John Wakerman, Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance who met the 
Minister in Alice Springs yesterday. 
 
“There was also a strong commitment to address Indigenous health inequalities by adopting 
an inclusive approach. The Minister indicated there will be opportunities through the activity 
of the Health and Hospitals Reform Commission, the current rural workforce audit, the 
Australian Health Care Agreements and the 2020 meeting in Canberra in April, to take a 
longer term view of improving rural health outcomes,” Professor Wakerman said.  
 
The Alliance looks forward to working with the Health and Hospitals Reform Commission in 
developing a national health plan that includes an explicit strategy for rural, regional and 
remote areas. 
 
“There is a real sense of optimism and opportunity for developing a longer term and 
systematic approach to improving services, and the circumstance, of people living in rural and 
remote Australia”, said Professor Wakerman.  
 
 “We look forward to working with the Minister and the Department of Health and Ageing, as 
well as other agencies and professional groups, to reach our goal of providing equal health for 
all Australians by 2020.” 
 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:     0419 664 155  www.ruralhealth.org.au

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/
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