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‘Use Budget as rural health equaliser’ says lobby group  
The May federal Budget should be used to help equalise the economic and social 
conditions between rural Australians and their metropolitan counterparts, says the 
peak national body for rural and remote health. 
 
Despite the need for fiscal responsibility, the country is sorely in need of 
infrastructure investment in non-metropolitan areas and there is also the vital need to 
build the human capital and service base of rural and remote communities, according 
to the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA).  
 
“The health of country people stands to gain substantially from the Treasurer’s 
commitments to deliver modern infrastructure and a world-class broadband network, 
and to end the blame game between Federal and State governments,” the Alliance’s 
Executive Director, Gordon Gregory, said in a pre-Budget submission to the 
Treasurer, Wayne Swan. 
 
Mr Gregory said rural and remote communities would support rationalisation of 
services if there is evidence they can be provided more effectively by other means. 
However, given their relatively poor health outcomes and access to services, country 
people are expecting increased Budget allocations overall.  
 
He said targeted expenditures on human health and wellbeing in country areas are 
sound investments as workforce shortages hamstring national productivity and output. 
Better health and wellbeing will lift workforce participation and productivity rates, 
including in the mineral and mining sectors, while bolstering traditional agricultural 
areas suffering severe hardships.  
 
Mr Gregory warned that meeting the current rural and remote health challenges will 
also require improvements to the training, support and distribution of the health 
workforce. This would contribute to the Government’s own goal of improving the 
national skills base. 
 
“Given the recent sustained economic growth, now is a good time to invest in the 
nation’s workforce, help protect country communities, point the way for health 
services and other interventions, and enable rural people to share in national 
prosperity,” Mr Gregory said. 
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