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Healthy Horizons offers blueprint for new national rural health plan 

The peak lobby group for rural and remote health says a national rural health plan is essential if 
the Rudd Government is to deliver on its promise to improve health outcomes for Australia’s rural 
communities 
 
Gordon Gregory, Executive Director of the National Rural Health Alliance, says many of the 
pieces are already in place for such a plan.  “The Alliance believes the best way forward on rural 
and remote health will be to endorse a collaborative redesign of Healthy Horizons 2003-2007,” he 
said. 
 
Healthy Horizons is the current national framework for rural and remote health. It has the major 
advantage of having been jointly agreed by Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments and 
by the Alliance on behalf of rural health consumers and providers.  
 
“People in rural and remote areas have been well served by Healthy Horizons 2003-2007, but it is 
essentially a passive reporting template, without expenditure or outcome targets.  Incorporating 
such targets into the new plan will be in line with the Prime Minister's call for evidence-based 
policy,” Mr Gregory said. 
 
The Alliance is urging Federal and State/Territory health departments to move quickly to develop 
and endorse a revised Healthy Horizons as the new national rural health plan.  
 
 “A national plan has the potential to give country people visible and accountable targets for the 
provision of health services in rural areas.  It will put a stop to the ad hoc and piecemeal approach 
which has caused distress, frustration and inequity in rural health,” he said.   
 
“The new plan can provide the broad strategic agenda necessary to effect better health and a more 
sustainable future for rural communities. The Alliance is ready to back a major collaborative 
effort with the Rudd Government to get the plan up and running.  
 
 “Seven million Australians currently don’t have local access to the primary health and hospital 
care they need.  Systemic reform is required, but it will be constrained by limiting factors, 
including acute and potentially long-term workforce shortages.  These issues, and the threats and 
opportunities that come with reform, will need to be the subject of careful planning and 
consultation,” Mr Gregory said. 
  
“Country resilience is currently being sorely tested. The Alliance believes rural and remote health 
challenges will be more effectively met as part of a collaborative planned national approach to 
rural and remote health.” 
 
Further information:  
Gordon Gregory, Executive Director: 02 6285 4660 
Marshall Wilson, Media:   0419 664 155 www.ruralhealth.org.au

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/
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