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Optimism over ‘new era’ in rural and remote health  
 
The Chair of the National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA), Professor John Wakerman, says 
people in rural and remote Australia will welcome the prospect of a new era in rural and 
remote health. 
 
“The Alliance is confident that Prime Minister-elect Kevin Rudd’s commitment to 
constructive dialogue with the States will provide Australians with a national health system 
that includes a plan for improved rural and remote health,” Professor Wakerman said.  
 
Labor’s campaign commitments offered grounds for optimism and will provide a solid 
platform to achieve equal health for people in rural and remote areas by 2020.   
 
“Of particular significance for country people are the establishment of a Health and Hospitals 
Reform Commission, the collaborative development with the States and Territories of a single 
national health policy for Australia, and an explicit health policy and plan for rural, regional 
and remote areas,” Professor Wakerman said. 
 
He said the incoming government has also committed to a national primary health care 
strategy, as well as to improved public dental health services, GP super clinics and revised 
arrangements for the Rural Medical Infrastructure Fund. 
 
Labor’s promises on the health workforce include increased funding for John Flynn 
Scholarships, the Specialist Obstetrician Locum Scheme and the Medical Specialist Outreach 
Assistance Program, as well as a new rural allied health placements scholarship scheme.   
 
“People in rural and remote areas are excited by these plans and the new agenda,” he said. 
 
However, he cautioned that unanswered questions remain on the future of Indigenous health 
and on the need for mental health improvements in rural and remote areas. 
 
Professor Wakerman confirmed the Alliance will work with the incoming Minister and the 
Department of Health and Ageing, as well as with other agencies and professional groups, to 
support improvements in the health and wellbeing of Australians who live in rural, regional 
and remote parts of the country. 
 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:     0419 664 155  www.ruralhealth.org.au 


