
 
Media Release 

22 November 2007 

Missed opportunities on ‘big ticket’ health items 
Despite a six-week campaign that saw the Coalition and Labor promise billions of dollars for 
health and related services, the Democrats and Greens ranked highest on the National Rural 
Health Alliance’s (NRHA) Election Scorecard ahead of Saturday’s poll. 
 
The Democrats fared best with 17 points out of a possible 20, largely by recognising nine out 
of 10 priorities identified by the Alliance as being critical to improving rural and remote 
health. The only target the Democrats failed to hit was the need for a national inquiry into the 
sustainability of rural and remote communities.  
 
The NRHA sees such an inquiry as essential background for successful reform of rural and 
remote health in the long term.   
 
“Unless there is a clear understanding of what rural and remote communities will be like a 
decade from now, and how drought, economic boom and climate change will be dealt with, it 
will be very hard to plan rural health services for the future,” said NRHA Chair, Professor 
John Wakerman. 
 
He praised the Greens for scoring 15 points out of 20, and for being the only Party to 
recognise the need for a wide-ranging inquiry at a time when much of rural Australia remains 
in drought and health services in many parts of the bush are in serious decline. 
 
Today’s final pre-election scorecard shows that Labor also scored a pass, with 13 points out 
of 20, largely due to recognising the need for action in all but one of the priority areas. It 
scored well on the need for a national health policy to encompass a rural/remote health plan, 
for national investment in oral and dental health, and in committing to new scholarships for 
medical and allied health students. 
 
By contrast the Liberal/National Coalition failed to register a positive response in four out of 
10 priority areas identified as crucial by the Alliance. The Coalition failed to advance its total 
beyond last week’s scorecard and ends up with seven points out of 20. While it scored one 
point for the collaborative planning with the states inherent in its public hospitals and health 
care plan, the Coalition did not score on the need for extra scholarships for medicine, nursing 
and allied health or a national rural undergraduate placement scheme. 
 



 2

Professor Wakerman said the Coalition’s failure to register suggested that it still fails to 
recognise the frustration felt by country people about their current situation, and the 
seriousness of the service, workforce and infrastructure systems for health in the bush. 
 
“The Alliance’s final scorecard suggests that the health lifestyles of those in rural and remote 
Australia will continue to be compromised until our political leaders can agree on a 
comprehensive and coherent policy that works for people in rural areas as well as for those in 
our capital cities," Professor Wakerman said. 
 
The Alliance hopes the incoming government, no matter its persuasion, will continue dialogue 
with key stakeholders to map out a health blueprint for the future. 
 
“Australia can no longer afford to provide ad hoc policies on vital issues such as health, and 
in particular rural health.  We expect a high priority be given to the health portfolio in the 
incoming government," he said. 
 
The final scores on the election scorecard, out of a maximum of 20, are Democrats 17, Greens 
15, Labor 13 and the Coalition 7.   
 
 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:     0419 664 155  www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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NRHA Election scorecard 
This scorecard refers to the political parties’ election announcements on rural and remote 

health, and scores them against the top priorities of the NRHA.  
 

22 November 2007 
 

Key:   
0 no announcement or does not address the NRHA priority 
1 announcement(s) which partially meet the NRHA priority 
2 announcement(s) which fully meet the NRHA priority  

 

Issue Coalition ALP Democrats Greens 
1. National inquiry re sustainability 

of small rural/remote communities 
0 0 0 2 

2. A national health policy and plan 1 2 
 

2 2 

3. Part of which would be a national 
rural/remote health plan 

0 2 2 0 

4. Health infrastructure for small 
towns 

1 1 
 

1 2 

5. National investment in equal  
Indigenous health 

1 1 2 2 

6. National investment in oral and 
dental health 

1 2 2 2 

7. Rural dental health workforce 
initiatives 

2 2 2 1 

8. Extra scholarships for medicine, 
nursing and allied health 

0 1 2 2 

9. National rural undergraduate 
placement scheme 

0 1 2 0 

10. Mental health services 
 

1 1 2 2 

Running total (out of 20) 7 13 17 15 
  
1. The Greens have committed to an independent national inquiry. 
2. Labor intends to establish a National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission and has committed to a 

Primary Health Care Strategy.  The Democrats and Greens support this approach.  The Coalition’s plan for 
public hospitals and health care includes new proposals to work with the States through the AHCAs.  

3. Labor and the Democrats have committed to a specific rural/remote heath plan.  
4. Neither major party has committed extra money for the Rural Medical Infrastructure Fund.  Both are 

announcing financial support for facilities in selected towns.  The Greens and Democrats support extra 
multipurpose community health centres and primary health care services for rural and regional areas. 

5. All Parties are committed to augmented funds for Indigenous health, but the plans of the Democrats and the 
Greens are more comprehensive (in terms of national coverage and/or funding to be committed).  

6. The Coalition's dental health program under Medicare is less comprehensive than Labor’s plan for a 
Commonwealth Dental Health Program, with the latter supported by the Greens and Democrats. 

7. The Coalition and Labor will fund a dental school for JCU at Cairns, and support the CSU initiative and 
rural placements for existing dental undergraduates.  The Democrats have indicated specific support for 
rural/remote dental workforce proposals.  The Greens support increased dental student places. 

8. The Greens and Democrats support additional undergraduate scholarships for rural people and would reduce 
the cost of access to higher education.  Labor would double the number of John Flynn Scholarships.  

9. The Democrats would support an integrated national rural health undergraduate placement scheme.  Labor 
would establish an Allied Health Rural and Remote Clinical Placement Scholarship Scheme. 

10. All Parties have recognised concerns about the spatial distribution of expenditures under the new Medicare 
item numbers for mental health.  Special rural programs would be supported by the Greens and Democrats.  

 

This Election Scorecard reflects the views of the NRHA but not necessarily the full or particular views of all of its Member Bodies.  


