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Labor improves its credentials on a planned approach to better rural health   

 
In an important speech to the Australian General Practice Network Forum on Saturday, 
Nicola Roxon enhanced and extended Labor's commitments to real health reform, including 
for people in rural and remote areas.  And today there followed the Labor announcement of a 
plan to boost the number of registered nurses for rural health services and specialists 
providing outreach services in rural and regional Australia. 
 
These welcome announcements are based on Labor’s recognition that, for many people, 
health is the most important issue in this election, and that health outcomes for people in 
country areas can best be improved through systemic and collaborative reform.  Such an 
approach will need to involve health consumers, professional organisations and State and 
Territory governments – as well as the Commonwealth. 
 
Professor John Wakerman, Chairperson of the Alliance, welcomed in particular Labor's 
commitment to developing an overarching primary health care strategy.  “Together with a 
rural health plan, a primary health care strategy can provide the framework for the future 
development of improved rural and remote health services,” he said. 
 
“We are very pleased to see the plan to establish an Australian Allied Health Rural and 
Remote Clinical Placement Scholarship Scheme,” Prof Wakerman said. "We have called for a 
national undergraduate student placement scheme that includes all members of the 
multidisciplinary team of the future, especially nursing students. An allied health scheme is 
one more piece of the puzzle in place." 
 
“We note Ms Roxon's general statement on Saturday that, if Labor is elected, it will need to 
give priority to the critical area of rural health.  This is good news for rural health consumers 
and will no doubt encourage health professionals currently in rural and remote areas.  It also 
provides proof that Labor recognises the seriousness of the rural health challenges and, if 
elected, commits to meeting them,” Prof Wakerman said. 
 
Nicola Roxon's speech also announced Labor’s intention to invest more heavily in 
preventative health and “to move prevention to the centre of our health system”.  It will 
provide an additional $15 million for the National Tobacco Strategy.  
 
Today, Labor has announced that at least 400 of the additional 1,000 nursing places it will 
provide each year will be dedicated to universities offering clinical experience in regional and 
rural hospitals.  This will require resources to enable experienced rural and remote nurses and 
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midwives to preceptor undergraduate nurses, and more investment in support strategies for 
nursing students.  
 
“We should be moving towards equity in resourcing between the professional training streams - 
not just in student numbers,” Professor Wakerman said. 
 
Rural health facilities should also be assisted by Labor’s plan to provide cash bonuses to attract 
trained nurses to return to work in hospitals.  
 
Today’s other announcement is that, if elected, Labor would provide an additional $9 million 
over three years to the improved Medical Specialist Outreach Assistance Program (MSOAP) 
for support for medical specialists delivering outreach services to rural and remote 
communities, and upskilling and support of regional specialists.  
 
On other workforce and service issues, Labor this weekend has confirmed it would review the 
Medicare schedule and increase the focus on multidisciplinary care by primary health care 
teams.  There is also the likelihood that its Scholarships for a Competitive Future would 
provide extra scholarships for undergraduate study in nursing, medicine, dentistry and allied 
health, and if one third of these can be for rural students that too will help reduce the health 
workforce challenge. 
 
Scores on the Alliance’s election scorecard, out of a maximum of 20, are now Democrats 17, 
Greens 15, Labor 13 and the Coalition 7.   
 
 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:     0419 664 155  www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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NRHA Election scorecard 
This scorecard refers to the political parties’ election announcements on rural and remote 

health, and scores them against the top priorities of the NRHA.  
 

18 November 2007 
 

Key:   
0 no announcement or does not address the NRHA priority 
1 announcement(s) which partially meet the NRHA priority 
2 announcement(s) which fully meet the NRHA priority  

 

Issue Coalition ALP Democrats Greens 
1. National inquiry re sustainability 

of small rural/remote communities 
0 0 0 2 

2. A national health policy and plan 1 2 
 

2 2 

3. Part of which would be a national 
rural/remote health plan 

0 2 2 0 

4. Health infrastructure for small 
towns 

1 1 
 

1 2 

5. National investment in equal  
Indigenous health 

1 1 2 2 

6. National investment in oral and 
dental health 

1 2 2 2 

7. Rural dental health workforce 
initiatives 

2 2 2 1 

8. Extra scholarships for medicine, 
nursing and allied health 

0 1 2 2 

9. National rural undergraduate 
placement scheme 

0 1 2 0 

10. Mental health services 
 

1 1 2 2 

Running total (out of 20) 7 13 17 15 
  
1. The Greens have committed to an independent national inquiry. 
2. Labor intends to establish a National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission and has committed to a 

Primary Health Care Strategy.  The Democrats and Greens support this approach.  The Coalition’s plan for 
public hospitals and health care includes new proposals to work with the States through the AHCAs.  

3. Labor and the Democrats have committed to a specific rural/remote heath plan.  
4. Neither major party has committed extra money for the Rural Medical Infrastructure Fund.  Both are 

announcing financial support for facilities in selected towns.  The Greens and Democrats support extra 
multipurpose community health centres and primary health care services for rural and regional areas. 

5. All Parties are committed to augmented funds for Indigenous health, but the plans of the Democrats and the 
Greens are more comprehensive (in terms of national coverage and/or funding to be committed).  

6. The Coalition's dental health program under Medicare is less comprehensive than Labor’s plan for a 
Commonwealth Dental Health Program, with the latter supported by the Greens and Democrats. 

7. The Coalition and Labor will fund a dental school for JCU at Cairns, and support the CSU initiative and 
rural placements for existing dental undergraduates.  The Democrats have indicated specific support for 
rural/remote dental workforce proposals.  The Greens support increased dental student places. 

8. The Greens and Democrats support additional undergraduate scholarships for rural people and would reduce 
the cost of access to higher education.  Labor would double the number of John Flynn Scholarships.  

9. The Democrats would support an integrated national rural health undergraduate placement scheme.  Labor 
would establish an Allied Health Rural and Remote Clinical Placement Scholarship Scheme. 

10. All Parties have recognised concerns about the spatial distribution of expenditures under the new Medicare 
item numbers for mental health.  Special rural programs would be supported by the Greens and Democrats.  

 

This Election Scorecard reflects the views of the NRHA but not necessarily the full or particular views of all of its Member Bodies.  


