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Coalition health plan continues to disappoint rural voters 
 

The Coalition's Plan for Better Public Hospitals and Health Care was announced on 
Thursday evening with no fanfare, perhaps because it is little more than a compilation 
of pre-election announcements.  It does however indicate an encouraging change in 
rhetoric relating to collaboration with the States, and useful proposals for more 
detailed and disaggregated reporting on the performance of individual hospitals.   
 
The Plan includes the promise of additional Coalition support for the Rural and 
Regional Building Fund for residential aged care places, and for transition care places.   
 
However, the Liberal and National Parties have missed the opportunity to hit some of 
the targets that are important to rural people, who have been promoting for some time 
a range of modest but effective measures that would improve health outcomes in the 
bush.  These include undergraduate scholarships for rural students, a national rural 
health plan and an integrated rural placement scheme. 
 
This Coalition plan has no new support for health infrastructure in small towns, for 
national investment in Indigenous and dental health, or for the rural aspects of mental 
health services. 
 
Like Labor, the Coalition has still not committed to an inquiry into the sustainability 
of rural and remote Australia.  
 
The Coalition’s election announcements fail to recognise the urgent need to respond 
to the major demographic and workforce challenges already facing the rural sector 
and its health services. 
 
This will disappoint the one-third of Australia's population who live in rural, regional 
and remote areas.  They know that their poor access to health services is getting 
poorer, their out-of-pocket costs are increasing, and services for mental health, dental 
health, cancer, patient travel and birthing are becoming even more elusive. 
 
As a result of the plan announced on Thursday, the Coalition's score on the Alliance’s 
election scorecard has improved to seven out of a possible 20.  The Democrats still 
lead with 16, the Greens have 15 and Labor has 12. 
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