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NT health commitments must go further 
The National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA) has acknowledged the commitment of 
the major political parties to improving health services in the Northern Territory and 
Northern Australia.  
 
Labor has committed to an integrated Better Regions program that will play an 
important part in improving health and health services for people in rural and remote 
areas.  This will include support for super clinics and hospitals in Cairns, Bundaberg, 
Gladstone and Emerald, with extra renal dialysis facilities across the Territory and a 
$10 million commitment towards remote clinics in the NT. 
 
For its part the Coalition has promised a major upgrade of services at the Royal 
Darwin Hospital for specialist cardiac care. 
 
Alliance chairperson, Professor John Wakerman, welcomed Labor’s commitment of 
increased funding to remote services in the Territory.  “But what we really need is a 
national plan and extra funding for infrastructure and services across the board – not a 
piecemeal effort focused on one State or Territory,” he said. 
 
“Labor has already committed to a rural and remote health plan as part of its strategic 
health reform agenda, and we hope to hear from the Coalition about a national health 
policy and a rural/remote health plan. 
 
“We would like a plan that provides funding for primary health care right across 
remote Australia, as well as multi-professional health infrastructure funding for small 
rural communities,” Professor Wakerman said.  
 
“We are also still waiting to hear from both major parties about specific rural 
workforce measures, like increased scholarships for people from rural and remote 
areas to study health sciences, and a national undergraduate student placement 
program.”  
 
 
Further information:  
Professor John Wakerman, Chair:  0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media:   0419 664 155 www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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