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What sort of rural Australia will the next generation inherit? 
 
Much of the recent election debate has been about climate change.  Many of its most 
severe impacts will be in rural and remote Australia not in the capital cities.  There is 
an acknowledged shortage of skilled workforce in Australia and one of the best-
known cases is the shortage of doctors.  These shortages are worst in rural and remote 
areas.  
 
In the last 10 days new evidence has shown that the proportion of people living in 
poverty is highest in rural and remote areas, and the extent of financial stress as 
judged from the default rates on mortgages and credit cards, is also higher in regional 
areas. 
 
At the same time much of Australia's extraordinary level of sustained economic 
growth has come from selected rural and remote parts of Australia – the mining and 
resource centres in remote parts of Western Australia and Queensland. 
 
What are we to make of these mixed messages about the status of rural, regional and 
remote Australia? 
 
What sort of rural Australia will we pass on to the next generation? 
 
Will governments of the future intervene to support new industries, compensate those 
affected by unavoidable structural change, and continue to provide infrastructure to 
rural and remote communities – or will everything be left to market forces? 
 
There needs to be a national focus on these questions so that rural and regional 
investors, employers, local authorities and citizens have some certainty about what the 
future holds. 
 
Access to income and services, and the state of local infrastructure, are absolutely 
fundamental determinants of the health of rural, regional and remote communities and 
the people who live and work in them. 
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