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Major parties disappoint on rural and remote health 
With four weeks to go before the election, both the Coalition and Labor continue to disappoint 
voters in rural and remote areas in relation to providing health services for the bush. 
 
The Coalition’s recent announcement of a school of tropical dentistry for James Cook University 
in Cairns is the standout exception from the major parties this week. 
 
The Coalition’s announcement of a new medical clinic for Forbes mirrors Labor’s selective 
announcements relating to super clinics at Burnie, Ballan and Shellharbour. In addition, both 
major parties have agreed to rewrite the rules for the Rural Medical Infrastructure Fund – without 
committing additional money.   
 
It is to be hoped that the Rural Health Action Week, led by the Rural Doctors’ Association of 
Australia and which starts on Sunday, will help focus the minds of politicians on rural and remote 
health. The opportunity will then exist for Tony Abbott and Nicola Roxon to demonstrate their 
commitment when they debate each other on 31 October at the National Press Club. 
 
The lack of significant movement on the NRHA election scorecard is disappointing given strong 
evidence that people in rural, regional and remote Australia are doing it tough. Health outcomes 
are poorer in remote areas where health workforce shortages are worst. New evidence this week 
shows that a higher proportion of people in country areas are living in poverty compared to those 
in capital cities. 
 
All parties have yet to commit to a national review of policies for rural and remote areas. Such a 
review could be the basis of national efforts to clarify the future for non-metropolitan areas, and 
how the benefits of the mining boom are to be shared with people in pastoral and drought-affected 
areas. 
 
“The Alliance is concerned that the Coalition is yet to commit to the development of a national 
health policy and plan,” said NRHA Chairperson, Professor John Wakerman. 
 
“For its part, Labor is yet to commit to rural dental health workforce initiatives or extra health 
scholarships for people from rural areas. 
 
“Rural people would also like to hear more from both the major parties on what specific proposals 
they have for mental health services in remote areas,” he said. 
 
The NRHA election scorecard is updated each week and is available at www.ruralhealth.org.au
 
Further information:   
John Wakerman, Chairperson    0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media  0419 664 155  

http://www.ruralhealth.org.au/
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Election scorecard 
This scorecard refers to the political parties’ election announcements on rural and remote 

health, and scores them against the top priorities of  
the National Rural Health Alliance.  

http://nrha.ruralhealth.org.au/election/?IntCatId=24 
 

25 October 2007 
 

Key:   
0 no announcement or does not address the NRHA priority 
1 announcement(s) which partially meet the NRHA priority 
2 announcement(s) which fully meet the NRHA priority  

 
Issue Coalition ALP Democrats Greens 
1. National inquiry re sustainability 

of small rural/remote communities 
0 0 0 0 

2. A national health policy and plan 0 2 
 

1 1 

3. Part of which would be a national 
rural/remote health plan 

0 2 0 0 

4. Health infrastructure for small 
towns 

0 1 
 

0 1 

5. National investment in equal  
Indigenous health 

1 1 2 1 

6. National investment in oral and 
dental health 

1 2 2 2 

7. Rural dental health workforce 
initiatives 

2 0 1 0 

8. Extra scholarships for medicine, 
nursing and allied health 

0 0 1 0 

9. National rural undergraduate 
placement scheme 

0 0 2 0 

10. Mental health services 
 

1 1 2 1 

Running total (out of 20) 5 9 11 6 
  
1. None of the Parties have committed to such an independent national inquiry. 
2. The ALP intends to establish a National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission to lead development of a 

national health policy.  The Democrats and Greens have indicated support for this approach. 
3. The ALP has committed to a specific rural/remote heath plan within the national health policy and plan. 
4. Both major parties have committed to revised criteria (but no extra money) for the Rural Medical 

Infrastructure Fund.  The ALP has included funds for infrastructure in its $220m GP Super Clinics proposal.   
5. All Parties are committed to augmented funds for Indigenous health.  The Coalition's intervention in the 

Northern Territory has the capacity to be converted to a long-term national commitment and has been 
augmented by $50m a year for follow-up work in the NT.  The ALP supports the NT intervention and has 
announced a plan for Indigenous child and maternal health ($260m over 4 years). 

6. The Coalition's dental health program under Medicare is less comprehensive than the ALP’s plan for a 
Commonwealth Dental Health Program, with the latter supported by the Greens and Democrats. 

7. The Coalition has announced a new dental school for Cairns – to add to the CSU dental school announced in 
the Budget.  The Democrats have indicated specific support for rural/remote dental workforce proposals. 

8. The Democrats have indicated specific support for extra rural/remote scholarships. 
9. The Democrats have indicated specific support for an integrated rural placement scheme. 
10. All Parties have recognised concerns about the spatial distribution of expenditures under the new Medicare 

item numbers for mental health.  Special rural programs may be required.  
 

This Election Scorecard reflects the views of the National Rural Health Alliance, but not necessarily the full or particular views of all of its 
Member Bodies.  
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