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Coalition lags behind Labor on rural health scorecard 
The Coalition's repeated failure to adopt a strategic and collaborative approach to 
improvements in Australia's health care system sees it continue to lag significantly behind 
Labor on the latest National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA) election scorecard. 
 
“Unlike the ALP, the Coalition has so far failed to commit to the development of a national 
health policy and plan,” said NRHA Chairperson, Professor John Wakerman. 
 
He said the Coalition’s intervention in the Northern Territory must be converted into a long-
term and collaborative national plan if it is to succeed in improving Indigenous health. And, 
rather than blaming the States for the situation surrounding public hospitals, he said the 
Coalition will need to commit to collaborating in the development of a national health policy 
and national plan to clarify the roles of respective governments. 
 
“Labor intends to establish a National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission to do this and 
has committed to a specific rural and remote health plan within the national health policy,” 
Professor Wakerman said. 
 
“By contrast, on hospitals the Coalition has taken over at the Mersey, allocated money to one 
particular Base Hospital, and indicated through a media release (without detail or explanation) 
that it intends to support local hospital boards.   
 
“The Coalition also has a partial approach to better dental care. People with a chronic medical 
condition and poor dental health have access to service through a doctor and Medicare. But all 
other Parties have committed to a new national dental health program to provide check-ups and 
follow-up for those in greatest need. 
 
“This Coalition’s partial and ad hoc approach on Indigenous affairs, hospitals and dental health 
appears to be in contrast to its ability to engage in strategic planning for tax reform.  
 
“There is time for the Coalition to turn this around, by meeting the community’s desire for the 
national government to show vision and collaboration in providing access to services and a 
planned future for Australia's health and hospital system,” Professor Wakerman said. 
 
Further information:   
John Wakerman, Chairperson    0417 884 182 
Marshall Wilson, Media  0419 664 155  
  
  www.ruralhealth.org.au 
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Election scorecard 
This scorecard refers to the political parties’ election announcements on rural and remote health, and scores 

them against the NRHA’s top priorities.  
 

18 October 2007 
 

Key:   
0 no announcement or does not address the NRHA priority 
1 announcement(s) which partially meet the NRHA priority 
2 announcement(s) which fully meet the NRHA priority  

 
Issue Coalition ALP Democrats Greens 
1. National inquiry re sustainability of 

small rural/remote communities 
0 0 0 0 

2. A national health policy and plan 0 2 
 

1 1 

3. Part of which would be a national 
rural/remote health plan 

0 2 0 0 

4. Health infrastructure for small towns 0 1 
 

0 1 

5. National investment in equal  
Indigenous health 

1 1 2 1 

6. National investment in oral and dental 
health 

1 2 2 2 

7. Rural dental health workforce 
initiatives 

1 0 1 0 

8. Extra scholarships for medicine, 
nursing and allied health 

0 0 1 0 

9. National rural undergraduate 
placement scheme 

0 0 2 0 

10. Mental health services 
 

1 1 2 1 

Running total (out of 20) 4 9 11 6 
  
1. None of the Parties have committed to such an independent national inquiry. 
2. The ALP intends to establish a National Health and Hospitals Reform Commission to lead 

development of a national health policy.  The Democrats and Greens too, with support from the 
Democrats for investigation of funds pooling. 

3. The ALP has committed to a specific rural/remote heath plan within the national health policy 
and plan. 

4. The ALP has announced a redesign of the Rural Medical Infrastructure Fund, and funds for 
infrastructure in its GP Super Clinics proposal.  (The Alliance has noted the community grants 
under COAG’s ABHI.)     

5. All Parties are committed to augmented funds for Indigenous health.  The Coalition's intervention 
in the Northern Territory has the capacity to be converted to a long-term national commitment 
and has been augmented by $50m a year for follow-up work in the NT.  The ALP supports the 
NT intervention and has announced a plan for Indigenous child and maternal health ($260m over 
4 years). 

6. The Coalition's dental health program under Medicare is less comprehensive than the ALP’s plan 
for a Commonwealth Dental Health Program, with the latter supported by the Greens and 
Democrats. 

7. The Democrats have indicated specific support for rural/remote dental workforce proposals. 
8. The Democrats have indicated specific support for extra rural/remote scholarships. 
9. The Democrats have indicated specific support for an integrated rural placement scheme. 
10. All Parties have recognised concerns about the spatial distribution of expenditures under the new 

Medicare item numbers for mental health.  Special rural programs may be required.  
 
This Election Scorecard reflects the views of the National Rural Health Alliance, but not necessarily the full or particular views of all of its Member 

Bodies.  


